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Luton’s faith communities

Moral questions over the distribution

of Covid vaccine to poorer countries

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

sgovernments and
international organi-

to determine who will get the
Covid-19 vaccine first and
how quickly, several faith
organisations and leaders

~ have raised moral questions

E_
4

in policy discussionsaround

vaccine distribution.

- The World Council of
Churches (WCC) and the
World Jewish Congress
(WJC) have released a joint
paper asking for global equi-
tyin the distribution of avail-
able vaccines, ensuring those
living in poorer countries are
not excluded. '

Maram Stern, executive
vice-president WJC, said:
“The document is drafted in
aspirit of interfaith dialogue
and co-operation,drawing
inspiration from ourrespec-

sations work together

Inthe New Year, we lighta candle of
hope forabetter world and better
 lifeforall

- tive Jewishand Christian tra-
~ ditions, which have helped

- toguide us through this life-

- changing time.”

The paper urges reli-

gious leaders of all faiths to
“consider confronting pub-

. licly the unsubstantiated

rumours and conspiracy
myths which undermine

~ publictrustin health au-

thorities and services and
intested and approved vac-
cines themselves-and that

- thereby threaten an effective

public health response to the
pandemic.

“In some cases, such
conspiracy myths have an
explicitly anti-Semitic basis
which should in any event be
denounced,” reads the paper.

Zafar Khan, chair of Lu-
ton Council of Faiths, said:
“We hope and anticipate that
sooner rather than later, we
shall be able to get the virus
under control.

“Reflecting on the past 12
months’ challenges, we must
feel confident in the fact that
despite our human failings,
we have God-given inner
strengths and fellow feelings
as the most effective means
tokeep going.”



Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

piphany - a moment of
Erevelation -isa Chris-

tian feast that marks
the end of the 12 days of
Christmas and commemo-
rates the three wise men’s
(Magi’s) visit to Jesus.

Popular Epiphany cus-

toms include singing, chalk-
ing the door,- having one’s
house blessed, consum-

ing Three Kings Cake, remov-
- Bethlehem' that guided the
- Three Wise men may have

- beensuch “agreat conjunc-

ing Christmas decorations
aswell as attending church
services, which is currently
restricted for most due to the
pandemic.

Inanonline event in Lu-
ton, Sr Maire Hayes, Inter
Faith Coordinator for the

Roman Catholic Diocese of -

Northampton, recalled that
last month the planets Jupi-
ter and Saturn had appeared

closer and brighterthan they

~ havebeenin8ooyears. It was
- called a “great conjunction”.

She reflected ‘The Star of

tion”.

Isthis telling us some-
thing in 2020, which may
have been a grim year, but
we know there have been

flashes of hope. Let usreflect
- asusual. Itisnot sustainable
 forusand our environment.

on what stars have shone for

-us last year. Who has guided

us? What has thrown light
in our path? What vision or

 TheRoscade Reyes (Three Kings sweetbread) decorated with e
 fruit, popularinHispanic countries

values have held us steady,

- when we were not sure of the
- way ahead? What were our
- moments of Epiphany?

After visiting Jesus, the

- Wise Men were told toreturn
- by ‘another road’, for the old

~ way was no longer safe or

- sustainable.

What will be ‘another
road’ forusin2021? We
know it cannot be business

Animo! Bon Courage! Be

 steadfast!

-
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20th Jan 2021 Luton’s faith communities

Important to promote understanding

and peace between all religions

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

he aim of World Reli-

gion Day, held on the

third Sunday in Janu-
ary every year, is to promote
inter-faith understanding
and harmony.

In Luton we endorse the
World Religion Day ideals
and encourage people to ac-
knowledge the similarities
that different faiths have. We
however also view it equally
important to assert and af-
firm our differences, which
make us so unique and so dif-
ferent from one another, but
we must do it in away so that
it does not breed conflict and
confrontation; it rather en-
riches our learning and un-
derstanding of one another.

One of the Luton Council
of Faiths’ statements said:
“Differences need not result
in conflict alone. It can also
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be used for mutual sharing,
enrichment and enhance-
ment. We seek unity in pro-
moting diversity.”

For Luton’s faith com-
munities it is more about
reflecting, notjust on our
commonalities or differenc-
es, but also on the local-glo-
balissues affecting our lives
and then discerning how do
werespond to these issues,
together.

Inthe present times, faith
communities have been en-
gaginglocally with the coun-

cil, Public Health and all the
other agenciesin fighting the
pandemic.

The realisation of this
‘inter-connectedness’ is cru-
cial for our living together in
solidarity with one another.
The pandemic hasreminded
us of thisloud and clear.

Leader of the council Clir
Hazel Simmons said: “We
are mindful of the significant
efforts made by places of
worship to support and sus-
tain the whole community
throughout the pandemic.”
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Faith Matters

The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity moves online due to pandemic

Written by tions for the relief of poverty
- ' - and advocacy of justice.
David Jonathan ~ Onesuchaction point

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

. was getting informed about
- and taking action on refugee
- and asylum issues and cam-

The Week of Prayer § . I  paigns, whicharebound up
for Christian Unity i 5 withmany otherissues of
B (WPCU) hasbeenjoint- ) - conlflict, climate change and
lyorganised bythe World ~ coronavirusete.
Council of Churches (WCC)  BobFyffe, thegeneral
and the Pontifical Council for | ~ secretary of Churches To-
Promoting Christian Unity of . getherinBritain and Ireland,
the Roman Catholic Church ~ ¢ said: “The ancient rhythm of
since 1968, from January 18- ~ prayerisanimportant gift
25 every year. ~ forthe church today strug-
Thisyear, duetothe pan- ~ gling with pandemics and
demic, Churches Together - lockdowns and more widely

in Luton asked Christiansto
hold events online and show

Christians were called to prayand

act for reconciliationand unityin

- with other serious challeng-
~ esofclimate change, racism

their support byaddingthe = thechurch,withourhumanfamily - and poverty.
#wpcuwall totheir Twitter ~ andwithall of creation. ~ “Thankyou forjoining
posts. | - usin this Week of Prayer for
Thethemeforthisyear’s  tionandunityinthechurch  Christian Unityand entering
WPCUwas “Abideinmylove  ‘and the worldwide human into a place of community
andyou shall bear much ~ family. - and blessing.”
fruit”, ~ Asusual, Christian Aid
Itwasbased ontheBible  provided the “Go & Do” ac-
passagefromthebookof ~ tionpointsfor each ofthe
Johnis:1-17. . WPCU daily reflections -
It called for reconcilia- baelungupmmﬂ‘we- T
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Be the llght in the darkness

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

he theme for Holo-
Tcaust Memorial Day

(HMD) 2021 was “Be
thelight in the darkness”,

Inastatement, the HMD
Trust said: “Increasing lev-
els of denial, division and
misinformation in today’s
world mean we must remain
vigilant against hatred and
identity-based hostility.

“We can all stand in soli-
darity. We can choose to be
thelight in the darknessina
variety of ways and places-at
home, in public, and online.”

Gerald Fox of Bedford-
shire Progressive Synagogue,
who convenes the Luton
HMD planning group, said
normally there are events
heldlocally. This year every-
one was encouraged tojoin
the National HMD event on-
lineon January 27. This can
be viewed at https://www.
hmd.org.uk/ceremony.

Attheend of this event,
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis

SrImam Qari Asim MBE of Leeds Makka Masjidjoined by friends from other

faithsinlightinga candle for the victims of the Holocaust and all the geno-

cidesthathave occurredsince.

said: “Darkness can only en-
dure when we fail to shinea
light. We are the guardians -
of the fragile flame of our hu-
manity. If each one of us will
become that flame, this will
be a different world - a world

_ inwhich light will prevail”

People were invited to put

 alighted candle in windows

tocommemorate all the vie-
tims of the Holocaust and all

the genocides that have oc-
curred since.

Inthe UK we enjoy our

- rightsand freedoms. Yet we

know there are individu-

~ alsand communities facing
~ hardships because of who

they are. The pandemic and
economic crisis have caused
deep anxiety and frustra-
tions and have even been
exploited to spread division
and misinformation. As we
look ahead, we must be vigi-
lant to protect the rights and
freedoms of all.
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10th Feb 2027 Luton’s faith communities

The International Day of Human
Fraternity: A Pathway to the Future

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

he United Nations (UN)
TGeneral Assembly de-

cided unanimously on
December 21, 2019, that the
International Day of Human
Fraternity isto be observed
on February 4 each year,
starting in 2021.

On February 4, 2019, Pope
Francisand the Grand Imam
of Al Azhar, Sheikh Ahmed
al-Tayeb, had signed the his-
toric ‘Document on Human
Fraternity’ in Abu Dhabi.

The International Day of
Human Fraternity specifi-
cally refers to this significant
event in Christian-Muslim
relations as the inspiration
for the date.

The UN Alliance of Civili-
zations (UNAOC) organised
an event titled ‘A Pathway to
the Future’ to celebrate this
international day for the very
first time last week. (https://

www.unaoc.org/humanfra-
ternityday/). The event high-
lighted the principles and
valuesincluded in the Docu-
ment of Human Fraternity
asapathway to the future to
rebuild a better world.

In Luton, Dr Nazia Kha-
num, chair of UNA Luton,
and Prof Zafar Khan, chair
of Luton Council of Faiths,
called upon religious and po-
litical leaders, locally as well
as globally, to bring an end
towars, conflicts, hunger,
poverty, injustice, oppres-
sion, environmental decay,
and towork towards a more

Pope Francisand
Egypt'sAl-Azhar
Grand Imam Sheikh
Ahmedal-Tayeb
after signing docu-
ments during the
Human Fraternity
meeting in Abu Dhabi
inFebruary2019
(Photo: Vatican Media)

equitable society, restoring
the dignity of creation.

Monsignor Kevin McGin-
nell, Catholic Dean of Luton,
said that religious hatred in
the name of nationalism and
identity politics is increas-
ing globally, but locally, faith
communities are confront-
ing together the unprec-
edented crisis caused by the
pandemic. This shows how
dialogue and co-operation
among different religions
can fortify improved aware-
ness and understanding of
the common values shared
by all humankind.
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17th Feb 2021 : Luto,p’s faith communities

‘It's about Vright vrsus wrong’

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassrootsand Luton Council of Faiths

ast year, 2020, marked
Lthe 25th anniversary of

Racial Justice Sunday
(RJS)in Britain and Ireland.
Unfortunately, this signifi-
cant anniversary had also
coincided with the tragic
killing of African-American
George Floyd and the re-
emergence of the Black Lives
* Matter (BLM) movement
with its various protests
worldwide.

Not only RJS or BLM
protests, but the ongoing
pandemic also continues
to highlight the existing in-
equalities in our society; the
poorer, more marginalised

communitiesaredispropor- I
- of Racial Justice Sunday

- on Sunday, February 14. It
- proclaimed that this day is
_ foreveryonetoRemember,
- Reflect and Respond tora-

~ cialjustice matters through
- prayer and action.
Churches TogetherinLu-

tionately impacted by this
pandemic. Sadly theseare
largely Black, Asian and Mi-
nority Ethnic (BAME) com-
munities.

Churches Togetherin
Britain and Ireland (CTBI) in

an online webinar last week i

L)

~ Daily Theology (dailytheology.org)

~ discussed what steps need to

be put in place for significant
action towards justice,

~ equity and inclusion.

It featured some of the key

voices from different church
- denominations, exploring
- whatracial justice looks like
- inchurch and society.

It was shown in advance

~ ton,inastatement, encour-
- aged all individual churches
~ in Luton to mark and high-

- light this day.

Resources can still be

_ found at https://ctbi.org.uk/
 Tjs-2021-resources/

Rev Al Sharpton, who

- had given a eulogy at George

- Floyd’s funeral, had saidinan
_ interview: “Thisis not about

~ black versus white, it's about

- right versus wrong.

“We are not saying black

' livesmatter more, we are
- saying black lives matter as
- much, equally and should be

treated the same.”



Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots and Luton Council of Faiths

uring the pandemic,
D countless individu-

als have nurtured
community care and com-
passion. Faith leaders have
worked in effective partner-
ship with others to respond
tothe needs in our town.

In such challenging times,
itisexciting to welcome Rev
Martyn Shea as the new vicar
of St Hugh's Church in Lews-
ey Farm.

Prior to coming to St
Hugh's, Martyn was vicar of
St Mark’s Church, St Hellier
on Jersey, having previously
served in Stamford and Lon-
don. Heis married to Liz,
herself a singer/songwriter
and worship leader.

In the online Welcome
and Licensing Service, talk-
ing of ‘Hope’ and ‘Realism’,
Rev Dave Middlebrook, arch-

FromLtoR: Rt RevDr Alan Smith, bishop of St Albans Diocése, RevDave |

Middlebrook, archdeacon of Bedford, and Rev Martyn Shea, the new vicar

of St Hugh's Churchin Lewsey Farm.

deacon of Bedford, invited
Martyn tojourney along and
bring alive the hope of the
Christian Gospel, amidst the
realism of the challenging

life experiencesin the world,

He expressed hope, ex-
citement and anticipation
in welcoming Martyn for a
fruitful ministry in Luton
and said: “Christian faith is
sure hope not a blind opti-
mism - we inhabit hope, we
dwellinit, we are gifted with
i

The Rt Rev Dr Alan Smith,

bishop of St Albans Diocese,

blessed Maftyn’s appoint-

- mentand invited over 100

- people present online to

- share the promise of sup-

- porting Martyn in his minis-
- tryinLuton. ‘

Forandon behalf of Lu-

~ ton’s different faith commu-

_ nities, Zafar Khan, chairof
~ Luton Council of Faiths, said:
- “Ipray Martyn will be able to
 lead the churchwithdevo-
 tion, energyandlove,and
~ will also be able to contribute
~ tothewell-beingof thewider

communityin Luton. We

- warmly welcome him.”
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Near Neighbours supports those

most at risk during the pandemic

—— -

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots and Luton Council of Faiths

N programme hasbeen
helping voluntary
organisations throughits
Gommunity Covid Relief
Grants to support those most
at risk from the virus.

It has also been communi-
cating public health informa-
tion, encouraging vaccine
take up and supporting com-
munities to tackle the dis-
proportionate impact of the
pandemic on certain groups.

" Last week, NN held an on-
line event sharing “Stories of
Hope” during the pandemic.

Over25 orgamsatxons
took part init. It was inspira-
tional to hear many positive
stories.

NN also held an online
event “Covid Cash Course”.

It covered general entitle-
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* Ulrike Hunt of ‘The Feast’

Programme speaking ata Near
Neighbours event before lock-
down.

and charitable support,

- budgeting, help with bills,

loans, debt and money
strategies for peopletoget

through these critical times.
In the following week, it
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ple to become aware of the
online platforms and show-
ing how to use social media,
setting up a website etc.
Through another youth
leadership programme titled
“Ripple Effect”, NN will seek

toresource young peopleto -

become agents of positive
change, while also focusing
on their well-being and resil-
ience.

For more info ortojoin
these events, please email
near.neighbours_luton@
btconnect.comor text
07930601640,

Luton NN coordinator
Kim Greig said:“Despite lock-
down restrictions, so many
organisations, community
groups and faith institutions
have continued to provide
not only food and medicine
distribution, but also human
support and companionship
to many people.

“We will continueto

- work with everyone to build

stronger and united commu-
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- What's happening in

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots and Lutoﬁ Council of Faiths

or two weeks each year
F at the end of Febru-

- aryand start of March,
thousandsacross the UK
come together to share the
stories of the people who
grow our food, mine our gold
and who grow the cottonin
our clothes, people who are
often exploited and under-
paid.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2021
has ended just last weekend.
It felt very different this year.

Thakor Morarji, member
of Luton’s multi-faith Fair-
trade Steering Group, said:
“We knew that physical cam-
paigning and meeting people
would not be possible, but we
want to continue to support
Fairtrade through this time.

“We have the power to
drive long-term change,
not only with our shopping

choices but also with our
support in spreading the
message.

“Wejust havetodothisa
little differently in 2021.”

Prof Zafar Khan, chair of
Luton Council of Faiths, said:
“The Covid-19 pandemic has
shown us more than ever

‘how interconnected we are

globally.

“This interconnection is
at the very heart of the Fair-
trade message.”

The Fairtrade Foundation
UK announced the fortnight
theme as “Choose the World
You Want - Climate, Fair-
trade & You”".

It highlighted how climate
change affects farmers and

workers in countries such as
Kenya, Ethiopia and Hon-
duras, who have done the
least to contribute to climate
change, but are dispropor-
tionately affected byit.

The climate crisisisan
immediate and ever-in-
creasing threat. With the
emergence of the global pan-
demic, the challenges that
farmers face now are bigger’
than ever before.

The focus therefore on
“Climate, Fairtrade & You”
iscrucial. For more infor-

* mation please visit https://

www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-in-
volved/current-campaigns/
fairtrade-and-climate-jus-
tice
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Written by ,
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

recious Pearls wasone
Pof the many events

commemorating In-
ternational Women’s Day last
week in Luton.

Funded by Near Neigh-
bours Programme, this event
was held online by Ghar se
Ghar (Hindi/Urdu words
meaning ‘Home to Home’) -a
Luton-based women’s co-op
group. The event theme was
‘Women Somewhere Over
The Rainbow’.

Inthe event, women
shared stories about how
they had come from ‘Some-
where Over The Rainbow’
(distant parts of the world) to
Luton, to fulfil their hopes,
dreams and aspirations
and have made Luton their
much-loved home now.

Rev Jo Burke of All Saints
Church shared how different

T
Pearis event.
faiths have come togetherto

help the refugeesin Luton,
providing them with winter

clothing and English lessons.

Jill Boyd of the Oasis Cen-
tre talked of helping women
with drop-in sessions and
homework clubs.

Faith Merriwethertalked. |

of LASE (Luton Against
Sexual Exploitation) and the
Azalea charity, which is con-
cerned with women'’s sexual
healthin Luton.

Elizabeth Chapman of
Signposts charity talked
of helping the homelessin
Luton. Pari Rashid shared
how she had started ‘Ghar se

N Kumari MmmoflumnSaﬂ\yaSuSonmmwmnathnom

Ghar’ group in 1990s, which
has served hundreds of

- women over the years. There
were other presentations of

poetry, singing, pianorecital
and dance movements using
handsonly.

SrMaire Hayes conclud-
ed by saying: “Somewhere
Over The rainbow, women
from diverse cultures and
faiths gathered togetherin
Luton to share their experi-
ences of maintaining hopein
aworld filled with fear and
anxiety. Women have made
adifference and continueto
do so. We are never too small
tomake a difference.”




Faith Matters pate published

What's hapnening in

24t Mar2021

Holy day celebrates first day of spring

Luton’s famx communitios

for more than 300 million people

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faiths

awruz istheIranian
N New Year, celebrated
by more than 300
million people all around
the world, according to the
United Nations.
Itisasecular holiday for
most celebrants that isen-
joyed by people of several dif-
ferent faiths, but remainsa
holy day for Zoroastrian and
Baha'i faith communities.
In Luton, the Baha'i faith
community celebrates

Nawruz with full fervour eve-

ry year. Due to the lockdown
restrictions, the celebrations
have been called off thisyear.
Nawruz marks the first
day of spring and is cel-
ebrated on the day of the
astronomical vernal equi-
nox, which usually occurs
on March 21. However, the
date can shift either a day

ahead or behind, based on
the movement of the sun and
planets, This year, it wason
March 20.

In responding to the on-
going Covid-19 crisis, Farzad
Forghani, of Luton Baha'i
community, said: “Weall
have seen a starting point of
the transformation through-
out the world.

“Everyoneisseeking a
better world for everyone
and not just for some. The
pandemic may have high-
lighted human suffering,
but at the same time we have

W e
ChlldrenfromBahalcommumtyatamvmsNawmoehbmlon

also seen how people from
diverse backgrounds have
united to reach out to one
another in the face of such an
adversity.”

Saluting this commu-
nity spirit, Luton Council of

- Faiths thanks all those who

have volunteered to help
those in need and greets
Luton’s Baha'i community
anew year in which all may

have good health and pros-
perity.

For more information on
Bahd'i beliefs, please visit
www.bahaisofluton.org

t
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Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Councul of Faiths and Grassroots

4 4 Ripple Effect - Individ-
ual Action, Collective
Change” is a youth lead-

ership training programme,

delivered last week by Near

Neighbours Programme

in Luton, which consisted

ofthree learning modules

deliveredin one three-hour
workshop online.

The first module covered
prioritising personal care for -
young people and establish-
ing effective wellbeing and
resilience strategies that
are appropriate to young
people’s contexts and create
a shared language around
mental health, and signpost-
ing to relevant resources for
further support.

The second module was
about understanding one’s
own ldentlty androleinthe
T world. Its aims were to devel-

ofﬁ’oeYouthTrammovabeforethepandenlc

op participants’ confidence
around personalidentity and
tolearn together about the
avenues through which they
can make a positive social
change for themselves and
for othersin the society.

The third module covered
employment rights, applying
for work during the pan-
demicand learning to work
with financial frameworks
and budgeting tools. This
was to help young people de-
velop skills for securing and
succeeding in employment,
build an understanding of
and share information on
how to manage money.

All young participants are

glven aninteractive work-
book to continue over the
next six weeks of self-work-
ingand self-learning. The
workbook includes tools and
resources, practical exer-
cises, written guidance and
checklists. Participants are
encouraged to create ‘mini
pods’ coming together regu-
larly on Zoom with others,
using the work book to ex-
plore progress.

Kim Greig, Luton Near
Neighbours programme co-
ordinator, said: “It was aimed
at resourcing young people.
to become agents of change
for themselves and their
communities.”
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We all have a part to play in

changing our world for the better

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

celebrating Jesus' res-
urrection, which reminds of
the eternal hope that death
does not have the last word
on human destiny.

This message hasa par-
ticular significance in times
like these when so many are
left bereaved for the loss of
their loved ones due tothe
pandemic.

Reflecting on the Easter
message of rebirth and re-
newal, Right Reverend Rich-
ard Atkinson, OBE, Bishop
for Luton and Bedford, said:

“The Easter promise isnot
that challenges go away, but
we are able to see through
them with hope and prom-
ise. Thereislight in the dark-
ness, decay does gwe way
tonewlife. The risen Jesus

aster isthe most impor-
tant Christian festival

Bishop Richard Atkinsonand Susan
Lousada, High Sheriff of Bedford-
shire (below) at the virtual Easter
Service kindly produced by HM
Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire
Helen Nellis (top).

. inspires usto know that the

story can be different; that

- good can and will triumph

and that all can be made
new.”

Inthelast 12 months, HM

Lord-Lieutenant of Bed-
fordshire Helen Nellis has
been keeping in touch with
the people of Bedfordshire
virtually through her weekly
online messages, periodic
virtual services and via regu-
lar contact with voluntary or-
ganisations, businesses and
faith, health and educational
establishments.

Inhervirtual Easter serv-
ice, she said: “In thismoment
ofour history as we stand at
the gateway to a new begin-
ning, and at Easter, which
brings the message of renew-
al, may we all reflect on the
possibilities of changing our
world for the better and the
part that each of us can play.
My thanks to all who have
pointed the way to a better
place. Happy Easter.
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First ever British Indian Christian

appointed to prestigious office

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

ast week, Mr Eric
LMasih wassworn in
asthe High Sheriff of

Bedfordshire 2021-2022 at
avirtual service of reading
and prayers during which he
was blessed by the Bishop of
Bedford. Heis the first ever
British Indian Christian to
hold one of the most ancient,
honorary and ceremonial po-
sitions in this county.

Congratulating and wish-
ing him well, the outgoing
High Sheriff Susan Lousada,
whose entire year has been
in the lockdown, said that we
have faced one of the darkest
timesin the recent history,
but this year is also a remind-
er ofjust how generous and
caring the people and com-
munities of Bedfordshire
are, who have helped her
distribute more than 1,800

Mr Eric Masih, newly appointed High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 2021-2022

digital devices as part ofher
campaign to combat digital
poverty. She said: “I leave
with my heart bursting with
pride and gratitude.”
Thanking Susan Lou-
sada for her contributions,
the newly appointed High
Sheriff Eric Masih said: “1
will promote the peace, well-

. beingand prosperity ofthe

county and all its people.
Theunforeseen effects of
the Covid-19 have brought to
the surface financial, social

' 3
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and emotional hardships
faced by many throughout
the county. The focus of

my year will evolve around
tackling poverty, promoting
youth work and community
cohesion. I passionately feel
through the work of our lo-
cal voluntary groups we can
start to move towards the
recovery phase.”

Luton Council of Faiths
congratulates and wishes
him well in his commitment
toserve with integrity.
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Meals and vaccinations bring the

community closer together

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

aisakhi or Vaisakhi is
Bthe harvest festival of

Punjab (north-west
India), which people across
religions celebrate.

In Bangladesh it is known
as ‘Boishakhi' and is celebrat-
ed vibrantly asa social and
cultural festival.

For Sikhs, the day is also
associated with the laying
down of the foundation of the
Khalsa community (the body
of fully initiated Sikhs) by the
Sikh Tenth Guru, Guru Gob-
ind Singh Ji. The Khalsa was
created withthe ‘Panj Pyare’
- the five beloved ones-each
one embodying the virtues of
compassion, righteousness,
courage, commitment and
Oneness.

In normal times, devo-
tees wear new attire and visit
Gurudwaras (Sikh temples) '

Left to right: Mr Baljit Singh, president Guru Nanak Gurdwara being vac-

cinated (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali) and Mr Sanjeev Kumar MBE delivering
hot meals at Mary Seacole Housing Association

to offer prayers. However,
owing to the pandemic, halfa
million British Sikhs marked
the Vaisakhi festival under
coronavirus lockdown re-
strictions for the second year
running.

Sanjeev Kumar MBE, Gen-
eral Secretary Guru Ravidass
Sangat Luton, has been dis-
tributing hot meals, food par-
cels and personal protective
equipment. He said: “During
the pandemic, Sikhs have
shown their compassion
and commitment by serving
their local communities with
langar - free kitchens - serv-

ing everyone, regardless of
their background, recognis-
ing humanity’s oneness.”

Guru Nanak Gurudwara
Luton decided the best way
to celebrate Vaisakhi was by
holding a vaccination clinic.
A Sikh volunteer, Gurch
Randhawa, professor of di-
versity in public health at the
University of Bedfordshire,
said: “What better service
than opening up a pop-up
clinic that reaches out to any-
body of any religion. We have
had Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, all coming into be vae-
cinated.”
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Youth counczl reach out to help

support the well-being of their peers

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Counmlof Faiths

group of young people
Afrom the Luton Youth

Council recently
engaged in a project called
‘Mental Health Well-being
Bags.

Data shows that young
people’s mental health has
worsened substantially dur-
ing the pandemic. The Opin-
ions and Lifestyle Survey
that has been monitoring the
social impact of Covid-19, has
found that young people are
more likely than other age
groups toreport that lock-
down has made their mental
health worse,

Young people’s well-being
was already a concerninthe
UK before Covid, with arise
innumbers reporting symp-
toms of anxiety and depres-
sion, not enjoying day-to-day
activities and a significant

ontal HealthWell—bmg Bags bemgpreparéd

increase in the number re- like to fiddle or mould.
porting an inability to con- ‘These young people from
centrate. the Youth Council reached
- Withthatreportinmind, ' outtoall13highschoolsin
this group of young people the Luton area and eight
was keentofindawaytosup- = engaged with them, wanting .
port as many peers as pos- to support their students.
sible. Luton Youth Council is
Theycameupwithacare = proudthatatotal of546 Men-
package, filled with things tal Health Well-being Bags
known toaid mental health, ~ have been distributed.
such as positive aspirations, The project has beep
recipe cards, therapeutic funded by the Near Neigh-
colouring, card for origami bours programme and sup-
orother craft purposes,and = ported by Grassrootsand
Luton Council of Faiths.

modelling clay for those who
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Faith and religion has seen us through

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & L;ton Council of Faith

uton Sathya Sai Service
Lorganisation invited

people of all faiths and
none tojoininits national
online event to mark Human
Values Day on Saturday, April
24.-www.humanvaluesday.
org

Speakers and contribu-
tors from different faiths,
community organisations
and charity initiatives
highlighted how during the
pandemic, the true charac-
ter of our society has been
revealed; people have looked
out for each other and sig-
nificant contributions have
been made by faith commu-
nities.

An estimated 63% of peo-
ple aged 65+ in England and
Wales, who are considered
elderly and vulnerable, say
they haveareligion. Inayear

where human connections
and support systems people
usually rely on have been
fractured by lockdowns and
social distancing, the role of
faith communities and plac-
es of worship has remained
vital in sustaining individu-
als, communities and also
public and voluntary sector
institutions and organisa-
tions, particularly in places
like Luton where 78% of
people are religiously affili-
ated.

Commending people’s
faithin action, Thakor

- Morarji,amember of Luten

Image from an earfier Human Values Day event before the pandemic

Y

Sathya Sai Service organi-
sation, whois also one of
the most active and found-
ing members of Luton Food
Bank, said: “Every year we
mark April 24 as aday to cel-
ebrate and raise awareness
about the values within each
of us, values that are the very
core of our human nature.
“We hope that by bring-
ing to attention the need to
practice human valuesin
our lives, each one of us can
become a beacon of hope and
bring positive change in our
families, communities, and
the world at large.”

P Y] - B
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Ezd Mubarak to all Musllms

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Councilof Faiths and Grassroats

id al-Fitr, also called
the Festival of Break-
ing the Fast is areli-

gious holiday celebrated
by Muslims worldwide
that marks the end of the
month-long dawn-to-sun-
set fasting of Ramadan.

Throughout the month
of Ramadan, Muslims
donate to charities and
contribute to the commu-
nity’s well-being.

Luton’s Discover Islam
Centre, sinceit started in
2011, has been initiating
and supporting various
projects of community
care and well-being. De-
spite being financially
impacted by Covid-19 with
many of its donors un-
able to support as much
asthey previously have, it
has managed to carry out

and support some amaz-
ing projects in response
to the pandemic; provid-
ing support to the most
vulnerable in our com-
munity.

Injust the first 10 days
of Ramadan it had pro-
vided 1,370 meals to those
inneed, welcomed 118
visitors to the centre and
provided 69 families with
food parcels.

Last week, it organised
Fastathon - Go Hungry
Challenge inviting people
of all backgrounds to fast
for aday and donate the

money towards breakfast -

provisions for children in
need during the summer.

Many Muslims do-
nated to Human Relief
Foundation as part of the
campaign ‘Leave a legacy
of faith during this Ram-
adan’,

Teaming up with Fami-
lies Relief, Crisis Aid and
to help feed the hungry
intown, Inspire FM or-

ganised the socially dis-
tanced Walk at Wardown,
requesting people to get
sponsorships for their
walk to raise money for
charities.

Several other organi-
sations have been sup-
ported by Luton’s Muslim
communities, includ-
ing Lantern, Luton Food
Bank, Diverse FM, Luton
Learning Link, Courtney
Foundation and Mitalee
Youth Association to help
those in need in our town,

Long live the generous
spirit of Ramadan and Eid
Mubarak to all Muslim
friends.

; Happy
Eid-_ul-l*‘ilr
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Written by
David Jonathan

Faith Matters

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

t is with sadness we watch

' thesituationinlsrael
and Palestine escalating
and the suffering of citizens
throughout the region.
“Youdon't needtobea
Muslim to stand up for Gaza,
you just need to be human”
was one of the poignant slo-
gansin the Luton solidarity
demonstration, held outside
the town hall last week. Sev-
eral other demonstrations
have started worldwide,
after the attack on east Jeru-
salem’s Al-Agsa Mosque, the
third holiest place for Mus-
lims, as the Palestinians op-
posed the planned evictions
of the Sheikh Jarrah area.
The Luton demonstration

saw hundreds of peopleand

several faith leaders raise
their concerns and offer
prayers for the peace in the

region. Two of Luton’s MPs
urged the UK government
totake immediate action
indemanding an end to the
flagrant violation of human
rights and international law
in Palestine. :
Speakers expressed con-
cerns that the situation in
Palestine now is not amat-
ter of religion. It is a matter
of apartheid, ethnic cleans-
ing, oppression and violence
against the Palestinians.
Jews, Christiansand
Muslims with shared Abra-
hamic heritage were called
to unite against oppression
and injustice, Itisamatter
of human rights. The right

What's happening in

19”‘ May 2021 Luton’s faith communities

to live freely and worship
freely. Therighttoliveina
house you built. A house you
worked hard toturnintoa
home. ,
Luton Council of Faiths
has always unequivocally
condemned attacks on any
place of worship. Such at-
tacks are to be condemned in
the strongest terms. Hatred
targeting any community be-
cause of its faith and beliefis

- ascourge that mustn't be and

cannot be tolerated.
Together, we must

- strengthen our resolve to

continue working together

 for peace and unity in our
- world.
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Making a difference in the

lives of young people

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Council of Faiths

he topic of mental
I health has been dis-

cussed far and wide,
especially in relation to the
lasting effects of the coro-
navirus pandemic on young
people. The Luton Youth
Council, in partnership with
Luton Council of Faiths,
Grassrootsand Our Minds
Matter, set out toworkona
project that would actively
make a difference in the lives
of young people in Luton.

After sixmonthsof

working through countless
setbacks due to lockdown re-

strictions, the first session of

the mental health peer sup-
port project took place last
weekend. Young people from
five different high schools
came together toreceive ac-

credited Mental Health First

Aid training, lasting seven

hours. The course covered
key topics such as suicide,
self-harm, PTSD, phobias,
anxiety and depression. It
also discussed how to spot
signsof these issues and how
best to support an individual
who you may be concerned
for, which were the key
learning objectives for those
who participated. More ses-
sions are planned as part of
the project, increasingits
outreach to approximately 33
young peoplein Luton. They
will be encouraged to use .
their acquired skills to help
othersintheir respective
schools. ‘
Nitin Verma, leading the
project and who was one of

those young people in Lu-
tonwho had the privilege

to meet their Royal High-
nesses Prince William and
Duchess Kate Middletona
few years ago during their
mental health tour in Luton,
said that: “With the current
climate we find our commu-
nitiesin-it hasnever been
more important to educate
ourselves on how best to sup-
port those around us with
mental health-related issues.
Running this project gave
me away to actively support
young people likemyselfin
Luton, which in turnis help-

- ing the same young people to
help others. It'sa chain reac-
- tion which keeps on giving.”
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Black Lives Matter - one year on

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

Floyd was murdered on

May 25, 2020, in Minne-
apolis (US).

To commemorate this
and torefresh our commit-
ment to the racial justice
and Black Lives Matter
(BLM) movement, Church-
es Together in Britainand
Ireland (CTBI) held a George
Floyd Service of Reflection
at 7pm on May 25.

Several eminent church
leaders from across differ-
ent Christian denomina-
tions contributed in the
service.

Inasymbolicact of re-
membrance, school pupils

I tisoneyear since George

placed candles beneath the

cross at the church altar fol-

lowed by a minute’s silence.
Highlighting that we are

people of equal worth and

~~~~~

~ % & 8,

Fromtop left to right: RevLes Isaac
OBE, CEO Ascension Trust, His
Eminence Archbishop Angaelos of
Coptic Orthodox Church, The Rt
Rev Dr John Perumbalath, Bishop
of Bradwell and other contribu-
torsat the George Floyd Service of
Reflection

value and repenting that we
have not been fair, just and
equitable, Bob Fyffe, gen-
eral secretary, CTBI, wrote
and ushered prayers asking
God’s help and grace toloos-
en our institutions from the

grip of institutional racism,
torid us of our biases and
prejudices.

In Luton, a special meet-
ing of faith leaders was con-
vened by Luton Council of
Faiths in which Pas Vincent
Cox of Luton-based New
Testament Church of God,
shared about an Interde-
nominational Commission
on Racial Justice of Chris-
tian faith leaderslaunched
by Churches Together in
Luton. He said thisis to dis-
cern, define and understand
how and why black com-
munities often end up at the
bottom of the upside down
pyramid of the so-called
BAME (black, Asian and mi-
nority ethnic) communities.
Thisis about identifying
and articulating disadvan-
tages that black communi-
tiesface.

Hesaid: “We need to be
mindful of the fact that real
change may bring pain and
we must be ready to con-
frontit.”
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Farewell to Andrew Prasad

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Gﬁs;rgo—tsr

service, it wastime to cel-

ebrate and thank RevDr
Andrew Prasad for his serv-
ices as he retires after almost
13 years as moderator of the
Thames North Synod of the
United Reformed Church
(URC).

Thames North Synod cov-
ers Luton & Dunstable URC
pastorate and for over two
decades has been supporting
the peace and reconciliation
work of Grassroots, in part-
nership with Luton Council
of Faiths.

During the service, peo-
ple described Andrew as
being the 'Best Boss'. He has
alistening ear, reflecting
mind, visionary and stra-
tegic thinking. He was also
described as a good shep-
herd, guiding light and the

I narecently held farewell

Date published
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9th June 2021 Luton's faith communities

The
Unitec

Reforr
Churcl

Thank youRev Dr Andrew Prasad
and URC Thames North Synod for
your support to Grassroots Luton

best pastor, with patience
kindness, humility, passion
for justice, perseverance,
endurance and, above all,
simplicity.

In his 43 years of his
Christian ministry and serv-
ice, Rev Dr Andrew Prasad

§ had previously served the

Church of North India from
1978-89 and the Council for
World Mission (CWM) from
1989-99. During 1999-2008,
he had served local churches
and was then appointed as
the first ever URC Thames
North Synod moderator from
ethnic minority background
-anorth Indian Christian.

Rev Canon David Law-
son, chair of Grassroots
Programme, said: “We have
much to thank Andrew for,
but also for the ongoing sup-
port from the URC Thames
North Synod. Asone of our
partners, their support has
been critical to building a
more cohesive and peaceful
community in Luton.”

He added: “Retirement
for a Christian minister is
onlyatransition fromone
form of ministry to another.
We wish Andrew a long, hap-
py and fulfilling retirement.”

For all that has been,
thanks. To all that shall be,
yes!
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Interfaith event brought people together and focused

on building a better world after the pandemic

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

AFOD-led G7interfaith

event onthe theme

of “Building a better
world after the pandemic”
brought people of all faiths
together inanact of witness,
atanevent streamed live
from Truro Cathedral (Corn-
wall), to send messagesand
prayers tothe G7 leaders that
we expect green, sustainable
and fair recovery plansfrom
thecrisis, which leave o one
behind.

More than 75 of Britain's
biggest charities - through
Crack the Crisis Coalition’
https://crackthecrises,
org/#join-have mobilised
over 80,000 people tojoinin
the #waveofhope campaign
to showcase that through
collective action hope arises.

Joining these national
efforts, Luton also playedits

FAITH

A THETIMEIS COMMUNITIES

¢ CLIMATE
b NOW muae AND PEOPLE
B A Anad

FithCommunites for Climats,Nature nd Pople,bforethepandemic

part. Inanecumenical event
of Grassroots, reflecting
on the Catholic Encyclical

- Laudato$Si, Sr Maire outlined

Pope Francis's vision for an

" integrated approachto com-

bating poverty, restoring

 dignity tothe excluded, pro-

tecting nature and fostering
sustainable development.
Explaining ‘affective conver-

- sion', she said we must move
away from thinkingtoomuch

and feelingtoolittle. Topro-

tect the earth we must love
the earth, We must createan
economy that nolonger idol-
ises profit but the integrity of
creation and the well-being
ofallthe people.

Luton Council of Faiths
brought together over 30 dif-
ferent faith leaders, to reflect
on howcan climate change
beracist. Jeremy Williams,

- Lutonbased writer-cam-

paignerand award-winning
blogger- https://earthbound.

’

report/ - inhis presenta-
tion shared how theworld's
richest countries with the
highest carbon footprints
will be least affected and the
poorest countries with the
least carbon footprintsare
facing the greatest risks. This
isamajor social and racial
justice issue.

His book ‘Climate Change

. IsRacist: Race, Privilegeand

the Struggle for Climate Jus-
tice” is available online,
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The mental health of our

young people matters

Written by pioan
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Councxl of Fanhs

group of young peo-
ple from Luton Sixth
Form College, Chall-

ney Girls, Lealands High and
the Luton Youth Council re-
cently were featured on BBC '
Look East in a project around |
youth mental health, |
The project involved a |
partnership between Luton
Council of Faiths, Grassroots LY T PR |
Programme, Luton Youth Nitin Verma on BBC camera 1
Counciland Our Minds Mat- '
ter to pull things together howthelockdownhashada  inschools while many joined
to make this project hap- biggerimpactontheirmen-  alsotounderstand their
pen. The project was led by tal health, thefeelingofiso-  ownmental health and help
young Nitin Vermawhowas  lation, exams pressure and peoplem theirimmediate
mentored by Luton Council  uncertainties. environment. This project
of Faiths. The project has trained have been made possible
TheBBCtook aninterest  33youngpeopleas mental with the support of the Near
inourlocalyoungpeople’s  healthambassadorswithan = Neighbours Programme sup-
viewsonmental healthand  accredited Mental Health portingavariety of projects
why they were doing the First Aid qualification. The acrossfaiths communities, |
Mental Health First Aid Pro- ~ aimisfor our youngpeople ,
gramme. Many explained to offer peer to peer support

- T
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Written by
David Jonathan

Gr'assgts & L;ton Council of Faith

indrush Day took
place on June 22
-aspecial day to

remember when about 500
migrants from the Caribbean
arrived at Tilbury Docksin
Essexin1948.

It'sbeen more than 70
years since the Empire Win-
drush ship sailed to Brit-
ain, and now an estimated
500,000 people live in the UK
who arrived between 1948
and 1971 from Caribbean
countries.

Many of them have expe-
rienced racism and discrimi-
nation. Still, their positive
contributions are a testa-
ment to their resilience and
fortitude.

Luton councillor Jacqui
Burnett said: “It isworth
remembering that our NHS
would not have survived

without the Windrush gen-
erationand its descendants.”
Luton North MP Sarah
Owen said: “This year more
than ever we've rightly
paid tribute to NHS work-
ers from home and abroad.
I've applied for a parliamen-
tary debate on the fantastic
contribution of overseas
workers to the NHS and
will continue pushing this
government to stop penalis-
ing people who come to this
country tocare for our sick,
elderlyand vulnerable’”
Afterraising the Wind-
rush flag over the town hall

on June 22, in the annual
civic ceremony organised by
African Caribbean Commu-
nity Development Forum
(ACCDF) on Windrush Day,
Pas Vincent Cox, of The New
Testament Church of God,
said: “Thirteen days after
that first Windrush arrival,
the NHS was founded. My
own parents worked in the
NHS and London transport
for over 40 years each.lama
legacy of Windrush. Despite
facing overt and covert rac-
ism, oppression and stereo-
typing, the Windrush legacy
hasbecome an integral part
of British society, from cul-
ture to politics, commerce
tosport and religion and the
sciences.”

He concluded: “Herein
Luton, Iwant to encourage
us to build on the Windrush
legacy by developing our
community bond, education-
al, economic and political
strength and our civic duties.
We are great; we are leaders.
Letuslead”
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We need to change the way we do

things to help save the planet

Written by
David Jonathan

Luton Council of Faiths and Grassroots

he UK will host the UN
TCIimate Change COP26

Conference in Glasgow
from November1-12.

People are therefore (ht-
tps://faithfortheclimate.org.
uk) called to acknowledge
our sacred responsibility
tocare forand protect the
earth's climate for future
generations.

The United Reformed
Chureh (URC)is also com-
mitted to caring for God’s
creation. In Luton and Dun-
stable members from five
different URCs took partin
anonline Climate Sunday
service (https://www.cli-
matesunday.org/) led by URC
minister Rev Heather Whyte.

The service was creative,
engaging, very well present-
ed and thought provoking.

Using colourful videos

Rev Heather Whyte, United Re-
formed Church (URC) minister in
Luton and Dunstable

depicting creation’s beauty,
Heather said: “Our actions
have already set inmotion
the end of creation. Yet, it
does not have to be that way.
We need to change the way
we dothings.”

Highlighting ‘what can we
do?” Heather pointed out we
can change how we eat and
produce food.

We must manage our
oceans better, re-establish
wildlife and biodiversity,
reduce dependence on cars,
stop paving gardens, use few-

er pesticides, create our own
compost and grow our own
food. Choose local produce
and travel less to cut our car-
bon footprint,

Use LED lightbulbs and
sustainable energy provid-
ers, and, where possible,
turn down the heating by one
degree.

Buy less and repair, reuse,
recycle more.

“All these suggestions may
seem prohibitive,” she said,
“but we must remember that
our way of life is changing the
planet’s ability to sustain life.

“As people of faith, not
only do we have a message
of hope, but we must be the
hope,” she concluded.

Heather urged all to sign
up to ‘The Time is Now’ cam-
paign (https://thetimeisnow.
uk). It urges government to
take steps for environmen-
tal sustenance for the sake of

- those most vulnerable tothe

impacts of climate change at
home and abroad.
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Voices from Srebrencia:

Online book event

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

town Srebrenica, in the

hills of eastern Bosnia,
fell to Serbian forees, 12,000
Muslim men and boys fled
seeking safe territory. Hunt-
ed for six days, more than
8,000 were captured, killed
at execution sites and later
buried inmassgraves.

With such harrow-
ing personal narratives by
survivors, a book (available
on Amazon) titled “Voices
from Srebrenica: Survivor
Narratives of the Bosnian
Genocide” provides eyewit-
ness accounts of the Bosnian
genocide, which iscalled the
worst atrocity on European
soil since World War 2.

In commemorating UK
National Srebrenica Memo-
rial Day (https://srebrenica.
org.uk/), the University of

I n July1995, when the

Fromleftto nght: Professor
Helen Connolly, Hasan Hasanovic
(survivor), professor Ann Petrila
(author) and Allan Little (BBC war
correspondent)

Bedfordshire hosted an on-
line event with the authors
of this book, Professor Ann
Petrila and Hasan Hasa-
novie. In writing this book,
they have revealed stories of
individual trauma, loss and
resilience.

Professors Jon Silver-

- man and Helen Connolly
co-chaired the event. Dr
Emir Suljagic’direcerfthe g
- Srebrenica Memorial Centre,
- and Allan Little, BBC war cor- |
 respondent added enriching

perspectwestotbeBosman
genocide 67t

Srebrenica has become a
world symbol of the horrific
consequences that can result
frominaction. The collective
failure of the international
community to intervene and
prevent the genocide has
been acknowledged by the
late Kofi Annan, the former
secretary-general of the
United Nations. -

Thisis also echoed by the
[ate Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust
survivor, who said: “We must
always take sides. Neutrality

- helpsthe oppressor, never

the victim. Silence encour-
ages the tormentor, never
the tormented. Sometimes
we must interfere. When hu-
man lives are endangered,
when human dignity isin
jeopardy, national borders
and sensitivities become

~ irrelevant. Wherever men

or women are persecuted
because of their race, reli-
gion, or political views, that .

- place must - at that moment
| -beeomethecentreofthe
£ umverse
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Leadership was showing the courage

to step forward in the first place

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton CouncAi-l-of Féitr;s

he Euro 2020 final

aftermath shamere-

quires us as anation to
do some deep soul searching,
where we are going asa coun-
try and how we want to shape
our future. At his age, a young
man like Buyako Saka would
probably be hanging out with
his mates or doing what a
young 19-year-old would do.
Yet he took an entire nation’s
responsibility. That's leader-
ship, Why don't we see his
strength of courage? Today
we need leadership on valu-
ing character strengths. We
can all have our views, but we
were not in the hot seat and it
doesn’t mandate bad behav-
iour or hate, especiallyina
civilised society.

Just writing statements

won't cure such a disease as
racism in our society. Eng-

England's Bukayo Saka with man-
ager Gareth Southgate after the
Euro 2020 final Photo: Reuters/
Laurence Griffiths

land has a history of empire,
and we cannot disregard
that! But we can make it
right. Show the right lead-
ership from the top. Until
England has serious lead-
ership and educationon
humanity, ethnicity, race,
religion, culturesand no
tolerance for racism, the
vileracist messages and acts

will carry on, poisoning the
next generation. Integra-
tion is two-way traffic. But
most importantly, we lost the
most important thing -good
manners, correct behaviour
and the right courtesiesin
our society across communi-
ties. Guess what! It startsat
home. So, let’s bring it home.

Imagine if we help to nur-
ture people and help themto
build that resilience through
setbacks through love and
adding hearts, what would
we be able to achieve? Why
don't we see love as an inyest-
ment? The scienceis even
strong on that! This will take
us a long way. Peace and per-
formance will only happen
when love cures the heart.

In love thereis always
winning and mutual aid. We
might lose the game but that
doesn’t stop us from win-
ning hearts! Well done the
Three Lions and thank you
especially Gareth Southgate
for your leadership. Let'sadd
and win hearts.

|
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Retired Methodist leader has left a
lasting legacy and will be missed

Written by
David Jonathan

Gr‘a&croots & Luton Council of Faith

oodbyes and farewells

are never easy and

yet they are integral
part of human life. It is about
moving on and evolving with
newer situations, newer cir-
cumstances.

After 12 years of her dedi-
cated service, Rev Julie Brad-
shaw retired as a High Town
Methodist Church minister
and as the circuit superin-
tendent of the South Bed-
fordshire Methodist Circuit.

At her last church service
she thanked the High Town
Methodist Church for agen-
erous gift and for sharing the
journey with her. She said:

“It's been adifficult year-and-

a-halffor us all and in many
ways it'sa strange time to be
taking my leave. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed getting to
know people in the churches

{ ;;,h 3 ‘ﬁ ~

RevJ

and in the other faith com-
munities of Luton. I will take
fond memories of Luton with
me in my next phase of life.”
Atanonline event with
Luton’s different faith lead-
ersand representatives, Julie
said time has flown by for
her. She came to Luton Coun-
cil of Faiths expecting op-
portunities to discuss faith
issues. However, she has
been pleasantly surprised
during her tenure, spanning
over adecade in Luton, that
talking just about our faith
was not the primary focus.
It has always been about be-
ing good neighbours to one
another and responding to-

ulie Bradshaw, Methodistminister at one of t

% 4.
: :

he 6nliné churchevents

gether, to the challenges and
other difficult circumstanc-

esasand when theyarise.On

alighter note, she said she
loved the good food we en-
joyed together from different
cultures at different events.
She acknowledged the work
of Luton Council of Faiths
and Grassroots asan integral
part of her journey in Luton.

Zafar Khan, chair of
Luton Council of Faiths,
thanked her on everyone’s
behalfforall her support
and encouragement over the
years to LCoF and Grass-
roots. Luton’s faith commu-
nities wish her well in her
future endeavours,
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Developing positive relationships in

specific multi-faith areas

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassro_ots& Luton Couocuoumh :

the growth of new 'social
action” and ‘social interac-
tion’ projects.
Inarecently held tenth
anniversary celebration

and Local Government, has
contributed £728,157 worth
of grants to support Luton
communities, also during
the pandemic and lock-

neofthe reasons in Luton, Kim Greig, Near downs,
Owhy the decade of Neighbour co-ordinatorin Elizabeth Carnelley,
2011-2021 may just Luton, shared that during director, Near Neighbours

be animportant decadein the last 10 years, Luton has Programme, said she is
British history is because seen 287 projects under- proud that the programme,
of the success of the Near taking activities e.g. com- nationally as well aslocally,
Neighbours Programme, munity gardening, litter has been at the forefront of
which was created by the picking, music for demen- confronting the rumours
Church Urban Fund (CUF) tia, horse angels, arts and and myths undermining
and the Church of Eng- sports, mental health, first publictrust in health au-
land Archbishops’ Council aid training programmes, thoritiesand in tested and
following the award of £5 tackling human trafficking approved vaccines,
million by the Department and child sexual exploita- More than 25 Luton
for Communitiesand Local tion, international women organisations, present
Government in February and inter faith week ac- at the tenth anniversary
2011. tivities, and several other celebrations held locally,

Since then, Near Neigh- projects involving people shared their outstanding
bours has established from diverse backgrounds, work of helping people and
11 hubs across England, promoting eultural and communitiesin thistown
helping to develop posi- racial understanding and supported by the Near
tive relationships in spe- integration. Neighbours Programme.
cific multi-faith areas Kim said the Near They all unequivocally ex-
through small grants of Neighbours Programme, pressed their gratitude and
£250-£5,000, whilst also through the Ministry of shouted aloud - thank you
supporting and resourcing Housing, Communities Near Neighbours!
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Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

Faiths (LCoF) completes

25 years since founded
as Inter Faith Forum, and 20
years since registered as in-
dependent charity.

Itissowell timed to be
receiving the Queen’s Award
for voluntary servicesin this
year.

I n 2021, Luton Council of

HM Lord-Lieutenantof

Bedfordshire Helen Nellis
while presenting the award,
said: “It isa great honour for
me to present this award on
behalf of Her Majesty the
Queen. Thisisthe highest
award given to volunteer
groupsin the UK. Towin
this award is a tremendous
achievement and shows the
highest recognition of all the
volunteersand staff of Luton
Council of Faiths.

“With volunteers at the

Mayor of Luton Cllr Mah-
mood Hussain thanked LCoF
for making Luton stronger
and more resilient by keep-
ing Luton’s diverse faith com-

' munities together.

B Cnd
HM Lord-Lieutenant Helen Nellis
presents the Queen's Award to Lu-
ton Council of Faiths

heart of its activities, Luton
Council of Faiths is an ex-
ceptionally well-run, high
quality organisation and rep-
resents the verybest exam-
ple of howwell co-ordinated
and dedicated volunteers
canmake a genuine impact
oneveryone.”

High Sheriff of Bedford-

| shire Eric Masih said the

greatest legacy anyone can
leave behind is to positively
impact the lives of others and
LCoF has done exactly that.

Cllr Hazel Simmons ap-

| plauded LCoF for being one

of the most stable institu-
tional partners Luton Coun-
cilhas worked with.

LCoF’s chair, Zafar
Khan, and vice-chair, Gulie
Butcher, thanked all for their
support, encouragement
and goodwill, particularly
its progenitor Grassroots
Programme, Luton Borough
Council and now the support
from Bedfordshire and Lu-
ton Community Foundation
(BLCF) and the London Lu-
ton Airport Ltd (LLAL) Com-
munity Investment Fund
programme.

Thanking God for LCoF’s
services, using the famous
quote, Bishop Richard At-
kinson said: “Forall that has
been, thanks. For all that is to
come, Yes!”
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Fun, food and dialogue are helping to

channel young people’s beliefs

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots& Luton Council of Faith

he Feast isayouth or-
Tganisation that brings

together young people
from different backgrounds
for fun, food and dialogue.

Atarecently held open

evening in Luton talking
about community cohesion,
Feast Luton development
manager Ulrike Hunt said:

“At The Feast, we are passion-

ate about the dialogue that
allowsustobe truly open to
someone else’s perspective;
dialogue that allows others
thedignity of their point of
view; dialogue that creates
bridges of understanding
and co-operation.
“Webelieve it is possible
to create spaces for interac-
tion where we don’t end up
watering down our own be-
liefs, yet are able to appreci-
ate and value someone else’s

& oourllav ur ang

apprecating a different ,%/
2 ; ong
o f "% 2 ey
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The Feast's Guidelines for Dialogue
and Approach

beliefs, even if we don’t own
those for ourselves.

“Asayouth organisation,
our aimis to help young peo-
ple to be confident in their
ownidentity and beliefs,
which help them to be able to
live well with and appreciate
someone whose identity and
beliefs are different to their
own.”

The Feast works with up
t0 3,000 young people across

the country through an aver-
age of 50 youth encounter
programmes. Nearly 1,000
people have been trained in
the use of The Feast’s Guide-
linesfor Dialogueand Ap-
proach.

The Feast has also been
supported by Near Neigh-
bours Programmes, na-
tionally as well aslocally in
Luton.

Ulrike said: “It was areal
privilege tobe able to share
our passion at our open
evening; to talk together
about community cohesion
in Luton. Ouraimisto enable

- more young peoplein Luton

to meet with othersfroma
different background tobe -
peacemakers and change-
makersin ourtown.”
Willyou support The
Feast in that aim? Ifyou
would like to find out more
about The Feast, please
look at their website www.
thefeast.org.uk or email ul-
rike@thefeast.org.uk
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Faith Matters

Programme gave Umera the

confidence to follow her dreams

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Council of Faiths

mera Fatima, a young
U talented artist who

was a beneficiary
of the Near Neighbours
Catalyst Youth leadership
scheme, in partnership with
Luton Council of Faiths and
Grassroots programme, was
recently commissioned by
Revolution Artsto create
apublic artwork for Bury
Park.

This was part of the Date
to Share project produced by
Shemiza Rashid.

There were many ele-
ments to the project, but es-
sentially 50 packs were sent
to 50 households across Lu-
ton with dates and painting
supplies. :

The dates were used in
arecipe competition while
the date stones were washed,
painted and sent back to me

=

Umera Fatir;;a

toincludein the painting,
which is called Covid Blues:
an artwork reflecting on the
tranquillity and human spir-
it found amidst the chaos of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Umeraalsoincorporated
thingstheresidents of Luton
had to say about the pandem-
icinthe face of the portrait.
It was exhibited in Chai

and Chapatiin July.

Umera created a hand-
made guestbook for diners
and guests to write their
thoughts about the painting
or pandemic.

Umera said: “I never had
the confidence to pursue art
and was initially studying
tobecome a dietitian. It was
my involvement in amazing
projects and opportunities
across Luton, from the age
17, which gave me the confi-
dence that there was a place
formein the art scene; from
being able to perform my
spoken word, to being com-
missioned for poetry and
performance, networking
with older people who were
willing to take me on board
or teach me a few things,
such asin the leadership pro-
gramme Catalyst.

“Itook a massive leap, and
it paid offasIlanded a place
at the UK’snumber one art

_ school for undergraduate
~ studies, and am now being

paid todowhat I love”.
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Foundation is creating opportunity and

helping the futures of young people

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Council of Faiths

he Raise Up Founda-

tionisa Luton-based

charity, bringing to-
gether the knowledge and
expertise of grassroots or-
ganisations, local stakehold-
ers and relevant partners to
support young people and
their families in our town.

Luton is a super-diverse,

vibrant town with the third
youngest population in the
country. Our young peo-
ple are hugely aspirational,
though the foundation recog-
nises that many are growing
up with significant challeng-
es-46% of the childrenin

our town are living in poverty

and 26% of families are living

inrelative poverty, impacting

on the health, well-being and
educational outcomes of our
young people. This disadvan-
tage is often compounded

uai-a ; ".‘;\ﬂ‘ 4 ,)
A DON'T WAIT FOR |
OPPORTUNITY,

WWWRASEPFDUNDATIOW 0R3 L

Trustees of The Raise Up
Foundation

for those from minoritised
communities, who may face
additional barriers.

Having launched the
charity in July, the founda-
tion has been busy working
with local partners to deliver
anumber of initiatives. This
summer the foundation has
been buzzing with young
people from across Luton’s
communities. This hasin-
cluded a four-week holiday
club for young people, engag-
ing them in a number of fun
activities to help develop key
transferable skills. These
have included interactive
workshops around debating,
journalism, creative writing
and techniques to help trans-

form stress and regulate
their emotions. These work-
shops have run alongsidea
range of exeiting sporting
activities, from archery, box-
ing, fitness and football.

But that's not all! On A-

- Level results day, the centre

opened the door to students,
to both celebrate successes
and provide advice and guid-
ance to those young people
who didn’t get the results
they were anticipating. In
line with the foundation’s
ambitions to enable aspira-
tions, they have also worked
with local GPs and medics
to deliver a four-week pro-
gramme supporting young
people in Luton who want to
pursue a medical career.

The Raise Up Foundation
is committed to ensuring
that young people are able to
realisetheir potential with
targeted support, guidance
and training programmes to
equip them with the toolsto
help overcome these disad-
vantages.
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Relmaglmng perceptlons and
conventions with Kantha-Khatak-k

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Council of Faiths

thas (asouth Asian,
Bangladeshi form of em-
broidery) and kathak (south
Asian, Indian dance) is nar-
rating local stories originat-
ed during covid lockdown.
Kantha-Khatak-kisan

installation taking overlocal

community spaces, reimag-
ining perceptions and con-
ventions of the performance
stage.

During Covid lockdowns,
Amina Khayyam Dance
Company (AKDC) continued
toengage local people with
creative activity by reach-
ing out digitally. The picture
(above) shows a traditional
kantha/embroidery used by
participantsto tell their ex-
periences and stories. In this
final part of the project the

unique performance/
installation ofkan-

kanthas were kinetically pro-
gressed to kathak dancetoa
live music score of Borodin’s
Nocturne, specially adapted

- toIndian instrumentation.

Afteritsrecent site-spe-
cificwork, Humin the Heart,
AKDCis continuingits de-
velopment to take highly ac-
claimed artistsin spacesin
the heart of communities to
experience a better engage-
ment and involvernent for lo-
cal people with what matters
and is relevant to them.

With Kantha Katha-k,
it will be transforming the

- spaceat Dalloway Centreinto
- anexperience for audiences

where they can walk through
the kanthasas they choose

what and how they see the
performance.

Artistic director, Amina
Khayyam, said: “We’re con-
tinually exploring and evalu-
ating our relationship with
our audiences since the work
we makeis derived from
them. Ilike toincludeitinto
the storytelling and some-
times, performing in the
proscenium theatre stages
in avenue, you can feel a bit
remote, especially as Kathak
isa highly audience engag-
ing form where the improvi-
sational aspect works best
when you interact with your
audiences.”

Kantha Katha-k will fea-
ture anumber of movement
vignettes expressing the
spectrum of experience of
Covid lockdown by local peo-
ple, told by a creative team

~ featuring internationally-ac-

claimed artists.

For more information
visit www.aminakhayyam-
dance.co.uk or call 07984,
656971/07973 718419.
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Creating cohesion and inter-faith

relationships for young people

Wntten by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

narecent Summer Day

Camp by The Feast Pro-

gramme, 17 teenagers
(Years 7-11) enjoyed three
days of fun activities, team
challenges, and dialogue -
talking about identity, sur-
mounting challenges and
also being change makersin
the community.

The Feast’s Guidelines for
Dialogue (https://thefeast.
org.uk/resources) created
safe and confidential space
for young people to discuss
and gave them the required
confidence to say what they
believe, knowing they will
belistened to, becauseitis
about learning to listen to
one another’s opinions with
openness and respect.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, young people
presented ideas for a com-

Youngparticipants at The FEAST Sﬁmmer Programe

munity activity to a panel,
rather likein Dragon’s Den.
Watch this space for an au-
tumn project, where we put
into action the winning ideas
—acarwash, abake saleand a
talent auction to raise money

forlocal charities, in recogni-

tion of the good work they do
for our town.

Besides knowing and un-
derstanding each other bet-
ter and learning to discuss
their thoughts, opinions,
ideas and beliefs, the young
people also had lots of fun
playing games and doing ac-
tivities such as the climbing
wall at Tokko Youth Centre.

On one of the days, So-

phie Gresswell, alocal artist,

came in torunan art work-
shop exploring identity.

The feedback from the
young people showed they
had lots of fun, but it also
helped them to be more con-
fident in expressing their
own beliefs, whilst being
more open to listen to some-
oneelse’sideas.

“Thank you for putting
this on,” one young person
commented. Another said: ‘1
would come again!”

If you would like to find
out more about The Feast,
please look at their web-
site www.thefeast.org.uk or
email Luton programme co-
ordinator ulrike@thefeast.
org.uk
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A time of celebration for our Jewish

friends across the community

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

ast week, Jewish
» Lfriends celebrated
‘Rosh Hashanah', the
Jewish New Year, followed

YoM 2
KIPPUR

WISHIOU PEALE
R GOODNESS

by ‘Yom Kippur’, the Day of

Atonement, whichisthe -_ ,

holiesttimeoftheyearin

Judaism. Itscentralthemes

are atonement andrepent-

ancethroughaprocessof  YomKippurdecorative symbol

conscientious self-assess- ~ Photo: Getty Images/iStockphoto

mentofourbehaviourdnd

relationships. Theperson ~ ram’s-horn trumpet used

whofailstosecurethefor- inJewishreligious ceremo-

givenessofotherscannot ~ nies.

enter into forgiveness from ~ Mostofthedayisspent
Godeatinat - ~ insynagogue, but due to

- hugeuncertainties over
~ Covidinfections, not eve-
- ryoneisabletogotothe
synagogue.

Zafar Khan, chair of Lu-
ton Council of Faiths, said:
. “Wehope forall our Jewish
- friends, fastingand praying

' Traditionally, iSiss
five e senYomKlp- :

hasbeen a meaningful time
at synagogue or at home. In
the light of rapidly increas-
ing Covid-19 infection rates,
we hope, wish and pray
that all remain safe during
and after these holy days
and that blessings, joy and
peace be upon all our Jew-
ish friends and everyone
else.”

Five days after Yom
Kippuris Sukkot whichis
more an upbeat, week-long
celebration as compared to
Yom Kippur, whichis more
sombre. The word Suk-
kot commonly translates
asfeast of Tabernacles or
harvest festival and refers
tothe 40-year period when
the children of Israel wan-

- deredthedesert and lived
~ intemporary shelters. Jew-
_ ishfriends build their own

sukkah (a hut-like struc-

~ ture)in theiryards asthey

celebrate with family and
friends, enjoying life’s sim-

. plepleasures and putting

luxury into perspective.
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Luton Council of Faiths s come a

long way in 25 years

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

A A Thetinymustard seed
has grown into a big
safe and secure tree,”

said Sr Teresa and Sr Mar-

garet of Holy Ghost Catholic

Church after watching a col-

ourful presentation by Ryad

Khodabocus, commemorat-

ing 25 years of Luton Council

of Faiths (LCoF) at the ‘Zoom

Peace’ event held last week

on International Day of

Peace. Dueto Covid-19, this

year’s 25th Annual Peace

Walk was held virtually as

the Zoom Peace event for the

second year.

Welcomingall and ac-
knowledging The Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service
given to LCoF this year, chair
Zafar Khan said: “This award
belongsto the people of Lu-
ton”.

Lord-Lieutenant of Bed-

 today.

ioom Peace event Sept 21

fordshire Helen Nellis con-
gratulated LCoF for all the

- wonderful workit does.

Laterinthe programme,a
three-minute recorded pres-

- entation by alocal beekeep-

er, Colin Hall from Luton

- Quakers, reminded us that
- climate changeis the biggest

challenge facing our world

A climate activist, Push-
panath Krishnamurthy,

- shared he will be walking
- from London to Glasgow

.
e . T

- ahead of COP26 toraise

awareness of climate emer-

- gencies.

Sujel Miah of Luton Coun-
cil of Mosques movingly
talked of a Peace Garden ini-
tiative, planting hundreds of
trees across Lutonin memo-
ry of those died of Covid-19.

Joined by Sam Taylor and

 Farzad Forghani of Lufon

Bahai community, Sr Maire
Hayes of Grassroots high-

~ lighted that environmental

issues have a spiritual di-

- mension.

Sandra Miller shared how
All Saints Church hasbeen

- working alongside many

othersin the town to help
refugees.
A young volunteer, Nitin

- Verma, talked of a Mental
- Health Peer Support Project

heinitiated for the benefit of

- thelocal young people.

“We were inspired and

_ enriched by the presenta-
 tions, inputs and reflections
- shared at this event,” said an
- event participant.
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Ending racism with a strateqy that

values and embraces diversity

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

M A Diversity is even more
diverse now. We are
called to be one but not

the same”, said the former

president of the Methodist

Church of Great Britain Rev

Dr Inderjit Bhogal OBE who

is also the founder of “City of

Sanctuary” initiative https://

cityofsanctuary.org/

Speaking at the recent
launch of South Bedford-
shire Methodist Circuit
Racial Justice Strategy, he
said, human beings are won-
drously complex and diverse.
What makes people different
needn’t be reduced to certain
labelse.g. BAME (Black and
Minority Ethnic) communi-
ties.

Theinitialism and the
acronym BAME has been
growing in prominence, but
- critiquessayitdoeslumpa

Revs Arlington Trotman (left) and
Patrick Kandeh (right) launching
South Beds Methodist Circuit Ra-
cial Justice Strategy

lot of minorities together and
isusedtotickabox. .
Considering lifeisn’t
black and white, discussions
about valuing and embracing
diversity in all its shades are
important so that we grow
in the way we view, perceive
and understand the world.
- RevBhogal said: “Rac-
ismis not mere prejudice;

it is prejudice plus power.
The only way to tackleis to
endit.”

Rev Arlington Trotman
and Terence Ilott, members
of the South Bedfordshire
Methodist Circuit Equality
Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)
Committee, commended all
the committee members as
being ‘towers of strength”.

They said working togeth-
er on the strategy has ena-
bled us all to hear God from
our different perspectives.
“The value of this document

- nowwill not be assessed on
- the basis of how and what

it looks like but how we re-
spondtoitinaction”

The strategy document
titled All Together was for-
mally presented to the newly
appointed circuit superin-
tendent Rev Patrick Kandeh.

Patrick said: “We are mak-
ing history tonight. It's not
the end; riot even the begin-
ning. It is the ongoing jour-
ney which must continue to
progress.”
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Confronting climate change for a

better future

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

limate change isthe
biggest challenge fac-
ing our world today.

Ahead of COP26, British
south Indian climate activist
Pushpanath Krishnamurthy
(called Push), who is nearly
70yearsold, is completing
anepic walk for climate jus-
tice (400 miles or one mil-
lion steps) from London to
Glasgow. He started on Octo-
ber2 and hopesto finish on
November 2.

Many faithleaders and
community members gath-
ered at the footsteps of the
Luton Town Hall to cheer
him, saying ‘Go Push Go’,

Mayor of Luton Cllr Mah-

mood Hussain said: "Wit,w
itsdeclarationofaclimate =~

emergency, the Luton Coun-
cilis confronting climate
change asa priority and has

pledged Luton asa carbon
neutral town by 2040.”

Chair of Luton Council of
Faiths Prof Zafar Khan said:
“Our gathering today signi-
fies unity of purpose and
unity of action for climate
justice.”

Thanking Push for his
efforts, Zafar said:“You
represent Luton and we
are united in our collective
quest for climate justice”

Many other faith leaders
contributed what climate
Jjustice means in their re-
spective faith communi-

ties and what are they doing
about it.

David Jonathan (Johny),
working with Grassroots,
Near Neighbours and Luton
Council of Faiths, said: “As
people of faith, we believe
God created us as caretak-
ers of the world. Sadly, we
have polluted the earth to
an extent that it is (in Pope
Francis’ words) beginning
tolook like an immense pile
of filth.

Push said: “Iam over-
whelmed by Luton’s hospi-
tality. 1 am encouraged by
the immense sense of frater-
nity shown by Luton.

“Climate changeis al-
ready happening. It isthe
poorest people who have
donetheleast to create the
problem are suffering its
worst impacts. Hence our
collective quest for climate
Justiceis much needed.”

To support Push,
please visit https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
GoPushGo
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David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

olourful costumes
c and live music got

hundreds of people to
dance together, creating a

large family and community

dance floor for Hindu festival

‘Navratrf (literally translates
asnine nights) celebrations
at Shree Sanatan Sewa Samaj
Hindu Mandir (Temple).

Hindus from different
parts of India celebrate it
differently.

Those mainlyin the east
of India celebrate Hindu
Mother Goddess Durga’s
victory over a demon and
therefore host ceremonial
processions, carrying clay
statues of Ma (Mother) Durga
toa rlver, or ocean, while
music and prayers are chant-
ed, before statues are im-
merSed andfdﬁssolved inthe

Navratri (Nine-ights) Danc Festival

- of MaDurgatobe one with
~ the Almighty. But for those

particularly from Gujarat

~ stateinwestern India, the

most characteristic of ‘Na-

- vratri celebrationsare the

~ folk dances called ‘Rasa’ and
- ‘Garba’ (also called Dandiya),
- performed using decorative
- short sticks.

InnorthernIndia, it is

popular to mark the triumph

of Lord Rama over the
10-headed demon king Ra-
vana, who had abducted
Rama’s wife, Sita. Hence it
iscalled ‘Dussehra’ which
isderived from Sanskrit

words ‘dasha’ (ten) and ‘hara’

~ (defeat). ‘Dussehra’ celebra-

tions, having been featured

- InUNESCO’s ‘Intangible Cul-
 tural Heritage of Humanity’,

~ arefocussed significantly

- around ‘Ramleela’ -meaning
~ atheatrical re-enactment of

- Lord Rama’s life. It culmi-

- natesin setting alight huge
 effigies of Ravana to signify

~ thedestruction of evil.

Yogesh Mistry, General

- Secretary Hindu Temple,

~ said: “May the good conquer-
~ ingevilinspire usall to serve
 selflessly for the common

- good”.
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A time for celebration for Muslims

in the community

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Counéll of Faxii\s— S

uslimsinthe
world celebrated
the Mawlid/Milad

or Eid Milad-un-Nabi. Eid
means celebration, Milad
means birth and Nabi means
prophet.

Eid Milad-un-Nabi in this
context is an annual celebra-
tion to commemorate the
birth anniversary of prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him) and is observed in the
month of Rabi-ul-Awwal, the
third month of the Islamic
lunar calendar on the 12th
day, which commences with
the sighting of the moon.
The occasion also marks
the death anniversary of the
prophet.

The history of Mawlid
goes back to the early days
of Islam when people gath-
ered to read poetry and sang

Mosques processionin Bury Park

verses to honour prophet
Muhammad, his life, noble
character, sacrificesand
teachings.

Public gatherings cus-
tomarily take place to mark
this day according to vari-
ous cultures in the Islamic
world. In Luton thereisa
yearly procession in Bury
Park, which took place

last week led by the local
mosques and joined by local
councillors and Rachel Hop-
kins, Luton South MP.

There are thousands of
teachings and sayings of
the prophet Muhammad
and one of his most famous
teachingsis: “The best
amongyou is the one who
serves humanity”.
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3"" Nov 2021 Luton’s iaith communitxes .

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

sglobal leaders are
Ain Glasgow this week

for the crucial UN
Conference on Climate

Change, COP26, evenadino-

saur is shown talking about
climate change.

UNDP’s ‘Don’t Choose
Extinction’ film showsa
dinosaur talking to the UN
General Assembly saying:
“Listen up people. I knowa
thing or two about extinc-
tion. Going extinct isa bad
thing. And driving your-
selvesextinct isthe most
ridiculous thing I've ever
heard.

“You've got a huge op-
portunity right nowas you
rebuild your economies
and bounce back from this
pandemic. Don’t choose
extinction. It'stime for you
humans to stop making

- Treewithreligious symbols

- excuses and start making

changes.”
In avirtual event “Cli-
mate Crisis: Faithin the

- Environment”, jointly or-
- ganised by United Nations
- Association-Luton, Luton

Council of Faiths, Grass-

- rootsand Near Neighbours,

- nearlyadozen speakers

- fromdifferent faith and

- beliefbackgrounds shared
_theimportance of actively

preserving the creation and

living in harmony with the
environment.

Quoting a UNDP re-
search figure of $423 billion
spent globally every year
to subsidise fossil fuels,
UNA Luton chair Dr Nazia
Khanum,OBE, DL, said:
“This could pay for three
times the annual amount
needed to eradicate global
extreme poverty.’

Professor Zafar Khan,
chair of Luton Council
of Faiths, said: “Climate
change is much bigger than

- anyofus, buttheimpor-

tance of our actions cannot
be underestimated. Faith
communities have much to

- contribute”

Asafacilitator and

~ event co-organiser, David

- Jonathan, alsothe Near

- Neighbours programme co-
- ordinatorin Luton, said: “As
- co-creators, we are all called
- tobeinharmony with na-

- ture. Let usgiveit a chance

toreincarnate a greener
world”
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What's happening in

Lighting up November with Diwali
celebrations in the community

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith
iwali is a festival of

Dlights. It is celebrat-
ed by Hindus, Jains
and Sikhs. The word Diwali
comes from the Sanskrit
word ‘Deepavali, meaning
“rows of lighted lamps”. It
marks Lord Rama and Sita’s
triumphant return to their
home after defeating the De-
mon King Ravana.

Sikhs celebrate it asthe
‘Bandi Chhor Divas’ mark-
ing the sixth Guru Hargob-
ind Singh Ji's release from
prison in 1619.

Jains celebrate it because
their founder, Lord Mahavi-
ra, had attained ‘Moksha,
meaning eternal bliss, dur-
ing Diwali. .

In itsDiwali greetings,
Rajesh Pancholiof BAPS
Shri Swaminarayan Man-
dir (Crescent Road), said:
“Diwaliis the most vibrant

R r
4 ] Ry
oy’
QP . ool
ROy
o & {
e 2
% i A
A X "y
N | Y
¥ 5
“« \ -

Mayor of Luton Clir Mahmood ussain with Rachel Hopkins, MP Luton

South, during Diwali at Luton's fireworks display

festival for millions around
the world. The dispelling of
darkness with light sym-
bolises the triumph of good
overevil.

“Astheworld continues
to grapple with the shadow
ofthe coronavirus pan-
demic, Diwali's enlighten-
ing messages of faith, hope,
goodness and community
are needed more than ever.

“And so I take this oppor:-
tunity on this auspicious oc-

- casion toreaffirm our bonds |
~ of friendship and co-opera-

tion in serving the commu-
nity of Luton, and thank you

Luton Council of Faiths once
again for your continuing
support and goodwill.”
Luton’s Near Neighbours
Programme said: “May the
spirit of Diwali enlighten our
body, mind and spiritand
enable us to make thisworld
abetter placeforall”
Prime minister Boris
Johnson thanked Britain’s
Hindus, Sikhs and Jains for
their support to the vulner-
able over the past 18 months,

-and said: “Britain would be

alesser country without
your contribution.” Shubh
Diwali!
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17th Nov 2021 Luton s faith commumtxes

Respetmg and cceptmg all religions

for Inter Faith Week

Written by
David Jonathan

@rassroots & Luton Council of Faith

gan on Sunday, November

14. It highlights the con-
tribution of faith groups to
society; encourages greater
inter faith understanding
and cooperation and also
dialogue between those of
religious and non-religious
beliefs.

The government’s minis-
ter for faith, Kemi Badenoch
MP, said: “I am proud to live
in a country that recognises
and respectstherich history
of diverse communitiesin
Britain.

Inter Faith Week is
timed to begin each year on
Remembrance Sunday to
encourage remembering to-
gether of the service of those
of different faiths and beliefs
from the UK and the Com-
monwealth.

I nter Faith Week 2021 be-

_ |
Gurpal Singh Binning, vice president Guru Nanak Gurudwara Lutonat Lord

Lieutenant's Annual Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance

Over five million Muslims
(including 10,000 Palestin-
ians) had participated on the
allied side of the war during
WWII and nearly 1.5 million
Muslims were killed in ac-
tion.

Nearly two million Sikh
soldiers had sacrificed their
lives in the two world wars.
In fact Sikhs represented
more than 60% of the total
Indian force that had fought
against the Japanese.”

Thisiswhyitisimportant
to acknowledge the tremen-
dous contributions that

people of different faiths and
ethnicities have madein the
making of Great Britain.

However, it isworth
stressing they did not sacri-
fice their lives for the kind of
‘nationalism’, ‘hate’and ‘rac-
ism’ we see all over the world.

Let us hope we will not
recreate the mistakes from
the past and that we can
learn to appreciate the im-
portance of co-existence.

We need one another for
the well-being of all and that
of our common home, the
planet earth.
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Communal kitchen serving up a

promise to look after Lutonians

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Cou.;:dvof F;;h :

n the auspicious oc-

casion of Guru Nanak
Dev Jis552 and birth
anniversary, Guru Nanak
Gurudwara at Dallow Road
has launched a soup kitchen
to support the homeless and
needy, in partnership with
Luton Food Bank.

It started on November
21and will provide a free hot
meal serviceto allthosein
need every Sunday 5pm-
6pm, in Luton town centre,
outside the Central Library.

‘Langar’is acommunal
free meal served at every Gu-
rudwara to everyone, regard-
less of religion, caste, colour,
creed, age, gender or social
status. Sikhs donate money
or food for the Gurdwara’s
kitchen. ‘Sewa’ (service)in
cooking and washing up af-
terwards is animportant and

volunteers

integral part of worship for
Sikh men and women.

Mr Balwinder Singh Bas-
ra, president of Guru Nanak
Gurudwara, said: “We see
poverty and homelessness
increasing in our town, so
we decided to serve ‘Langar’
even outside the Gurud-
wara.”

Mr Baljinder Ahir, soup
kitchen coordinator, said:
“Weare glad to contribute to
everyone's efforts, particu-
larly supporting Luton Food
Bank, in battling poverty and
hunger in our town. We are
here not to compete, but to
complement others.”

i ,-;?.: : s » )
Clirs Aslam Khan and Javeria Hussain packing away food parcels with Sikh

Clirs Aslam Khanand
Javeria Hussain said it is
heartening to see so many
in our town caring for fellow
Lutonians.

The Sikh religion and
the concept of ‘Langar’asa
symbol of charity and equal-
ity, was founded in Northern
India (state of Punjab) in the
15th century by Guru Nanak
Dev Ji. Today, over 25 million
Sikhs worldwide constitute
the fifth largest religion in
the world.

For moreinfo or todonate
to Luton Sikh Soup Kitchen,
please contact gurdwaralu-
ton@gmail.com
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Luton’s faith communities

Time to come together to celebrate

Chanukah and Advent

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Lulon Council of Faith

for Luton Rt Rev Ri-
chard Atkinson stays con-
nected with different faith
communities in Luton.

During Inter Faith Week
hevisited a few places of
worship, including Central
Mosque, United Synagogue,
Restoration Revival Fel-
lowship House and Shree
Sanatan Sewa Samaj Hindu
Mandir.

These visits were facili-
tated jointly by Grassroots,
Near Neighbours and Luton
Council of Faiths, to sustain
good community relationsin
Luton.

Bishop Richard said: “All
of us from diverse back-
grounds have similar experi-
ences and life struggles and
have common shared aspira-

hurch of England St
Albans Diocese Bishop

Lefttonght: Blshop Rlchard meetlnglmam Hafiz Ejaz Ahmed, Rabbi Joseph
Schwei, Pujari Utsavbhai Khambholja and pastors Lioyd Denny and Vincent Cox

tions fora better world. We
must therefore continue to
strive to work together for
the common good.”

Asthe Jewish festival
Chanukah and Christian Ad-
vent season begin, Bishop Ri-
chard encouragesalltoshare

the light with one another.
He supports the campaign
toshare a picture of your
Chanukah or Advent can-
dles on social media, using
the hashtags #sharethelight
#happychanukah #happy-
advent.
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Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

fter HM Lord Lieu-
tenant of Bed-
fordshire Helen

Nellis presented the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service
to Luton Council of Faiths
(LCoF), an event was held
during Inter Faith Week this
yearto celebrate this success
and many of our volunteers,
faith and community lead-
ers were presented with the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service badges.

Since two founding
members of LCoF were un-
abletojoin due to mobility
issues, LCoF chair Professor
Zafar Khan and vice-chair
Gulie Butcher visited Mary
Salvage (Christian) and Bar-
bara Felson (Jewish), and
presented them the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service
Badges on their doorstepsin

8" Dec 2021

A

Left toright: Mrs Tara Solanki

wife of the late Mr Natu Bhai Solanki (Hin-

du), two founding members of LCoF Barbara Felson (Jewish) and Mary
Salvage (Christian) presented with LCoF QAVS Badges ontheir doorsteps

a Covid-safe way.

Theyalso presented a
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service Badge to Mrs Tara
Solanki, wife of the late Mr
Natu Bhai Solanki (Hindu),
whose immense contribu-

tions to LCoF over the years
are fondly remembered.

Thank youtoall our
wonderful volunteers, well-
wishers and partners for
supporting the work of Lu-
ton Council of Faiths.
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Christmas carols are a way of

rejoicing and returning to God

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith =

hen we think of
Christmas, there
are many things

that come to mind - deli-
cious food, mince pies, and
opening presents. One thing
that many people look for-
ward to is singing Christmas
carols.

After Storm Arwen dis-
rupted this year's Christmas
lights switchon at theend
of November, it was much
safer for Churches Together
in Luton to hold its annual
event ‘Carolsin The Mall’in

partnership with the Luton People of all faithsand Explaining the reason

Town Centre Chaplaincy none are welcometochoose  for the season, Pastor Vin-

and The Mall. aprayer bauble or writea cent Cox, said: “The carols
Christians from differ- prayerrequestandadditto  andthe prayersaretoJesus

ent churchescametogether  thePrayer Tree. Thesemes-  Christ. Christmasisthe op-
tosing Christmascarolsand sagesand prayerswillform  portunity toreturn to God |
tolaunch the Prayer Tree, part of the Midnight Mass by accepting the gift of his |
whichislocated by H Samuel  servicein St Mary'sChurch,  sonJesus, whom God sent to

in The Mall. Luton, on Christmas Eve. save the world.”
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Scheme plants a tree for each life

that has been lost during Covid

Wntten by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

ince the pandemic

started, 646 lives have

been lost in Luton. Sev-
eral families could not say
goodbye to their loved ones
in their final moments.

The Peace Garden initia-

tiveisabout planting a tree
foralifein Luton. A funding

target of £30k hasbeen set to
plant 646 trees. s

Different places of wor- o3 e
shipand faith organisations S & ‘ . " S
in Luton are helping with 200 treeswere planted at ngmore Park last weekend
fundraising. : :

A £50donation will help Several faith leaders the coming generations.
plant one tree for one life. joined too. What awonderful legacyto
Online donations can be Sujel Miah, the master- leave in memory of our loved
made at www.justgiving. mind behind the project, ones.
com/campaign/Peacegarden  said: “While planting trees, “May all those bereaved

More than 70 peoplefrom  people have buried their find peace and comfort. and
different racial and religious  grief. all those supporting this
backgroundsjoined in for “What willgrownowwill  project be blessed abun-
planting 200 treeslast week-  help sustain our common dantly!” ;
end at Wigmore Park. home, the planet Earth for David Jonathan
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29th Dec 2021 Luton’s faith communities

Peace with the planet and one
another - Happy New Year!

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

or more than 20years,
local Scouts, civie

guests and friends from

other faith communities
have gathered in December
for the Peace Light service
at All Saints Churchin Lu-
ton. A flameis brought from
Bethlehem to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ which
Christians mark as Christ-
mas.

Despite the fact the Beth-
lehem Peace Light couldn’t
be brought this year, All
Saints Church welcomed its
own Peace Light.

The theme of this year’s
service was “peace with the
planet and one another”,
which echoed the Christ-
mas proclamation “peaceon
earth and goodwill among
men and women”.

During the serviee, after

|
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Peace ig rvi

the Creation Story from the
Jewish and Christian tradi-
tionswasread out, different
faith leaders contributed
how their faith inspires
them to establish good stew-
ardship ofthe planet.

A closing prayer said:
“May we see the world, our
common home, not asa
resource to dominate and

7 & .' \'."'"1.‘--" %
ce heldat All Saints Church Luton
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exploit, but as a gift to be
cherished by all genera-
tions.”

At Christmas and other
religious and cultural festiv-
ities, it is good to remember
our collective responsibility
as custodians of God’s crea-
tion.

Wishing everyone a very
Happy New Year!




