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A man of ord.s' and action - RIP
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

ributes and condo-

lences poured in from

around the world
after the veteran anti-
apartheid icon, the Nobel
Peace Prize laureate and the
former Anglican Archbish-
op of Cape Town, Desmond
Tutu, died recently.

He wasone ofthe driv-
ing forces to end the policy
ofracial segregation and
discrimination enforced
in South Africa for over 40
years until 1ggi.

The Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby
said in his tribute: “Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu was
a prophet and priest. a man
of words and action —one
who embodied the hope
and joy that were the foun-
' dations of hislife. Even in
our profound sorrow we

-

o

Desmond Tutu

give thanks for a life so well
lived. May he rest in peace
andrisein glory.”

The World Council of
Churches said: “Desmond
Tutu's unique and con-
tagious sense of humour
and laughter has helped to
resolve many critical situ-
ationsin South Africa’s po-
litical and church life.”

Pope Francis has cred-
ited Archbishop Desmond
Tutu as an inspiration, say-
ing he wasalwaysa firm

believer in the African phi-
losophy of Ubuntu based on
a culture of sharing, open-
ness, mutual dependence,
dialogue and interpersonal
encounter.

Peter Adams of St Mary’s
Luton, also working with
Churches Together in Lu-
ton, said: “We are so much
poorer without him. We
thank him for his lifelong
commitment to forgiveness
and reconciliation, and for
pointing us to what it means
to be the rainbow people of
God.”

In a joint statement,
wishing for a better world in
the New Year for all, Grass-
roots, Luton Council of
Faiths and Near Neighbours
Programme have expressed

"sadnesson losing such a

great religious leader and
said: “May his wisdom shine
on leaders oftoday and
tomorrow. May his strug-
gle for justice be a source of
strength and inspiration for

seas alliz
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Renewing a commitment to God and

embracing his teachings

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

t the start of the new
Ayear, Methodists hold

an annual Covenant
Service, torenew their
commitment to love and
serve God and God’s crea-
tion.

It was started in 1755 by
John Wesley, founder of
the Methodist church, to
encourage all Methodists to
renew their Christian dis-
cipleship and commitment
to allowing God’s grace and
love to constantly transform
us.

Commemorating this tra-
dition, Rev Patrick Gbanie
Kandeh. the newly arrived
South Bedfordshire Meth-
odist circuit superintend-
ent minister with pastoral
responsibility for Farley Hill,
High Town and Strathmore
Avenue Methodist Church-

Rev Patrick Kandeh presenting Margaret Oliver with Membership Com-

i

mitment Cards for High Town Methodist Church members

es, held a special Covenant
Service for all the three
churches together.

He said: “Itis at the heart
of Methodists’ devotion
and discipleship. and our
dedication to work for social
justice.”

The wordsofa hymn by
Marty Haugen used in the
service summed up the key
message: Letusbuilda
house, where love can dwell,
and all can safely live; a place

where saints and children
tell how heartslearn to
forgive. Built of hopes and
dreams and visions, rock of _
faith and vault of grace; here
the love of Christ shall end
divisions, all are welcome,
all are welcome, all are wel-
come in this place.”

May all those be blessed
and encouraged who seek
to make this world a better,
fairer and a welcoming place
for all.
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Healing and solidarity are needed

now more than ever

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

rexit, Black Lives Mat-
ter, climate change
and the ongoing Covid

and vaccination debates
have all exposed the divi-
sions that exist in our world.
The need for solidarity
therefore, is more than ever
before.

Luton’'s different faith
communities have always
responded to the challenges
in different ways.

In a Sunday service, Res-
toration Revival Fellowship
in Dunstable Road chose to
pray for the various chal-
lengesinourtownin the
presence of dignitaries.

In his message, Pas Lloyd
Denny, DL and also the chair
of Luton in Harmony, said
that we must act and pray for
the healing and restoration
of our world. He mourned

Left to right: Pastor Lloyd Denny,
HM Lord Lieutenant Helen Nellis
and High Sheriff Eric Masih at Fel-
lowship House

the deaths caused by Covid,
but he also grieved for those
killed by knife crimes. Con-
demning violence in any
form, Pas Denny said that
vengeance is evil. An eye for
an eye is not the right way to

go and will indeed make the

whole world blind.
Applauding the role of
the NHS and various other
public and voluntary sector
organisations in combating:

the pandemic, High Sheriff
Mr Masih hoped and prayed

- that the numbers of those

dying of Covid may continue
to fall.

HM Lord Lieutenant
Helen Nellis encouraged all
to look for jjoy’ and ‘hope’.
She said even in the midst of
dark and sad times, there’s
so much we take for granted,
which needs to be acknowl-
edged, valued and celebrat-
ed. including our families
and communities, who have
shown love for one another
through multiple acts of
kindness and practical help
in the difficult times.

e® An eve for an
evye is not the
right way to go
and will indeed
make the whole
world blind
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to confirm unity

and strength among our churches

Written by
David Jonathan

Gra\sroot:. & Luton Counml Of Fauths

nce a year, Christians
come together to
pray for their unity.

With more than 100 years of
history. this annual observ-
ance, called the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity,
lasts eight days and is cel-
ebrated internationally.

This year, resources for
this week have been pre-
pared by the churches ofthe
Middle East.

Churches Together
Britain & Ireland encour-
aged Christians to pray for
church unity, and also for
interfaith understanding
in the Middle East and Holy
Land.,and in the UK.

In Luton, the Ecumenical
Deans’ Group organised an
event for Christians reflect-

ing on the Church post-
Covid.

Luton Ecumenical Deans members with Rt Rev Davud J Oakley, Roman
Catholic bishop (centre), ata Week of Prayer for Christian Unity event

The guest speaker, Rt
Rev David J Oakley. Bishop
of the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Northampton, said:
“Our communion may not
be perfect. but itisreal. Our
common witness and col-
laboration in the post-Covid
context must include us
talking together about the
spiritual, social and ecologi-
cal problems of our world.”

Expressing concerns that
there are many exploring

the meaning oflife — many
fear death, many are afflict-
ed by poverty, mental health
and isolation — he said com-
munities need our pasto-
ral care and encouraged all
to share our buildings and
resourcesin the service and
care ofthose in need.

May the spirit of compas-
sion, listening and learning
together guide our thoughts
and actions in establishing
peace and goodwill on earth.
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Commemoration calls for solidarity

in stand against forms of prejudice

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

or a second year, due
F to Covid, Holocaust

Memorial Day (HMD)
Service 2022 was nationally
commemorated online last
week, in which survivors
shared powerful stories of
loss, grief, and resilience.

At theend ofthe online
commemoration. as part
ofthe ‘Light the darkness’
initiative, many households
across the UK lit candles and
safely put them in their win-
dows toremember the six
million Jews murdered dur-
ing the Holocaust. alongside
the millions of others killed
under Nazi persecution and
in genocides that followed in
Cambodia, Rwanda., Bosnia
and Darfur.

It was also about our col-
lective commitment to stand
against any form of preju-

dice and hatred and to stand
in solidarity with people
today who face persecution
because of who they are and
their religious beliefs.

The theme for this year
was "One Day™.

Talking about the One Day
when everything changed.
sometimes for the worse and
sometimes for better, Iby
Knill, a Holocaust survivor,
said: “You didn't think about
yesterday... and tomorrow
may not happen. It was only
today that you had to cope
with and you got through it
as best you could.”

Gerald Fox, Lutons HMD
Convener, added: “Working
towards unity and increas-
ing interfaith understanding
feels even more urgent, and
vitally important, in light of
the deeply troubling anti-
Semitic attack last monthin
Colleyville, Texas.”

A special prayer by CCJ
(Council for Christians and
Jews) said: “Help us tore-
member and recognise the
sanctity of each human life.
‘One day’ we pray that geno-
cide and hatred will be no
more, and that love will tri-
umph over evil.
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All cultures will unite to celebrate

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faith

unday, February 6,

marked the 7oth

anniversary of the
accession of Queen Eliza-
beth 1I. She has become the
first British monarch to cel-
ebrate a platinum jubilee.

Churches and other faith
communities offered special
prayers for the Queen dur-
ing the weekend to honour
her sense of duty and her
longreign.

At the age of 27, Princess
Elizabeth immmediately as-
sumed the huge responsi-
bilities of head of state, after
her father, King George VI,
had died on February 6,
1952.

In a special message last
week, HM Lord-Lieutenant
of Bedfordshire Helen Nellis
said: “February 6 is generally
aday Her Majesty chooses to
spend quietly in memory of
her late father.

the Queen’'s Platinum Jubilee

Prayers of Thanksgiving for the first British monarch to celebrate a

platinum jubilee

“Thisyear, of course,
will be extremely poignant
as it will be the first acces-
sion anniversary that the
Queen will spend without
her-beloved husband, Prince
Philip, by her side.”

As this year’s date sig-
nalled the start of the plati-
num jubilee celebrations
that will take place across
the Commonwealth, Lord Lt
Helen Nellis added: “In
Bedfordshire the celebra-
tions will include tree
planting, services of thanks-
giving, street parties to bring
neighbours together, light-

ing of beacons,aswellasa
wealth of other events being
planned in every single par-
ish.”

Churches Together in
Britain & Ireland has an-
nounced that 9.45pm on
June 2, 2022, will be an his-
toric moment.

People of different cul-
tures and races will join
together to sing a specially
commissioned song, ‘A Life
Lived With Grace’, just as the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Beaconswill be lit through-
out the UK and Common-
wealth.
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Community comes together to help
celebrate ‘paradise on Earth’

Written by
David Jonathan

uton’s Sri Lankan Mus-
l lim organisation, Al

Furgan,joined hands
with the UK’s National Coun-
cil of Sri Lanka Muslim Or-
ganisations (COSMOS UK) in
hosting an annual flagship
event commemorating the
74th Sri Lanka Independ-
ence Day, in Luton.

The chief guest, H E Saro-
ja Sirisena— The High Com-
missioner of Sri Lanka in UK
—highlighted the past and
present national achieve-
ments of Sri Lanka, and
raised important issues con-
fronting the nation today.

She said the island na-
tion of Sri Lanka, a small
but ineredibly beautiful
nation called ‘the paradise
on Earth’, has gone through

a lot of political and social
troubles during the last 74
years.

Like most countries in

the world, Sri Lanka with-
stood the devastating impact
of the pandemic, but like
many other countries, Sri
Lanka isalso going through
severe economic crisis.

So, while heralding Sri
Lanka’s Independence Day
as a great hope and scope
for further development,
she called upon everyone to
eradicate separatism, chal-
lenge injustice, work for pro-
gression of all, everywhere
in the world.

The Mayor of Luton, ClIr
Mahmood Hussain, said: “As

SrilLankan national anthem sung by local cildren

a super diverse town, Luton
is a welcoming place for all
communities.”

He thanked Luton Sri
Lankan Muslims for their
ongoing contributions in the
town.

Jawzy Lebbe, the local
Sri Lankan Muslim leader
who has made significant
voluntary contributions -
over the years in Luton, said:
“We must come together as
one humanrace, to createa
shared prosperous future
for us all in our beautiful
world.”
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Faiths unite to plant trees in memory

of those who lIlo

Written by
Ryad Khodabocus

Luton Council of Faiths

bout 60 volunteers

across Christian,

Muslim, Sikh and
Buddhist faiths and secular
joined forces over two days
for the Peace Garden Initia-
tive, led by Sujel Miah, from
Luton Council of Mosqgues.

This is the second and
third tree planting that has
happened since last Decem-
ber.

The project is about
planting a tree for every life
lost because of Covid-19.
Since the pandemic started,
Luton has lost more than
700 lives to date.

Volunteers braved the
rain, wind, cold and mud to
put 140 trees into the ground
with the help of Luton’s
Parks Services.

Varieties included de-
ciduous trees such as beech,
orchard trees such as apples,
and evergreen trees such as
pine.

Following the Wigmore
Park planting last year, this
time the town centre was
covered and Luton North,
namely Wardown Park,
Pope’s Meadow, People’s
Park and Maine Avenue in
Hockwell Ring.

Asitwas halfterm, many
young people joined us from
a few high schools, including
Challney Boys and Girls and
Denbigh High, alongside
their teachers.

ST lives in lockdown

“.
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The Luton Sixth Form
principal and CEO, Altaf
Hussain, also brought some
muscle strength from his
team to help.

Local charity connect-
4causes, working with
young people to help vari-
ous charitable causes, also
joined in those two days’
effort aswell.

The project reached
nearly halfofits objective
to plant trees in honour
of those who passed away
during the lockdown due to
Covid and also linking with
the Queen’s Green Canopy
Initiative for her platinum
jubilee.

For more information
about the project visit www.
justgiving.com/campaign/
Peacegarden
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Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Councnl of Faltﬁ

uring this year’s
Fairtrade Fortnight
February 21 — March

6, St Christopher’s Church
(Round Green), in partner-
ship with Luton Fairtrade
Steering Group, Grassroots,
Luton Council of Faiths

and Near Neighbours Pro-
gramme, held its Annual
Fairtrade Cake Baking Com-
petition.

The cakes were pre-
sented with recipe and the
packaging as evidence of
fairtrade ingredients used.
Prizes were given to the top
three winners, voted in by
the guests.

Vicar Rev Anne Crosby
highlighted how Fairtrade
helps to address issues of
poverty, deprivation, unfair-
ness and inequality across
the world.

Some of the prize whﬁners at
Luton’s Annual Fairtrade Cake
Bake Competition 2022

A participant said when
we do shopping we want fair
orrather cheaper deals. We
never think ifit will be a fair
deal for the farmers or for
the producers too.

Martin Luther King had
once said: “Before you fin-
ish eating breakfast in the
morning, you have depend-
ed on more than halfthe

world.”
This ‘inter-dependence’

on one another, is at the very
heart of the Fairtrade mes-
sage.

Fairtrade is not about
doing charity to people; it is
about doingjustice by pay-
ing people what they deserve
for their labour and for their
sustenance.

We all can do our bit by
choosing to buy products
with Fairtrade logo on it.

This year’s Fairtrade
Fortnight theme “Choose
the World You Want — Cli-
mate, Fairtrade and You™
also highlights how farmers
and workers are facing life
threatening risks despite
having done the least to con-
tribute to climate change.

The Fairtrade Founda-
tion UK and thousands of
campaigners are working
hard to promote trade and
climate justice across the
world.

For more information
please visit https://www.
fairtrade.org.uk/choose-the-
world-you-want/
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thoughts as part of

World Day of Pra yer

Written by

~
&

e World Day of
Prayer (WDP) service
was held at St Mary’s

Church, Luton, just after
a Global Day of Prayer and
Fasting was called by Pope
Francis for the situation in
Ukraine.

With itsorigins in the
19th century, WDPisan
international ecumenical
Christian lavwomen’s initia-
tive. It is about “Informed
Prayer and Prayerful Ac-
tion™ and is commemorated
annually in more than 170
countries on the first Friday
in March.

This years WDP re-
sources were prepared by
women in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. the
overarching theme of which
was hope — very appropriate
for this time when the world
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seeds as WDP resources at St Mary's, Luton

is coming to terms with the
ongoing effects of the pan-
demic, the looming climate
crisis and the most recent
war between Russia and
Ukraine.

Hope was depicted in the
service through the lighting
of candles, the distribution
of seeds and the exchange of
messages worldwide via so-
cial media using the hashtag
=WDP hope. -

People reflected on find-
ing hope in difficult situ-
ations and inspiration in
the help we can give toeach

other.

Bible verse (Jeremiah
29:11) was used as the focal
point: “I know the plans1
have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a fu-
ture.” .

May we all be comforted
by this reading, but as we see
millions of people displaced
by war, persecution, hunger
and climate crisis, may we
also be inspired to act and
help others for whom life
seems to be a great struggle.
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Women’'s group discusses the topical

subject of how to remain safe

Written by
Davwvid Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton Council of Faiths
as oOoLs Luton Counci of Faiths

vear's International

Women's Day. Luton-
based group Ghar se Ghar
{Hindi/Urdu words meaning
‘Home to Home’). with the
support from near neigh-
bours Grassroots and Luton
Council of Faiths, held itsan-
nual Precious Pearlsevent
online.

Concerned with wom-
en’s safety and wellbeing,
this year’s event theme was
“Women Keeping Safe”™.

Women contributed
from different religious and
professional perspectives,
but some personal survival
stories were tremendously
powerful and inspirational.

Women'ssafetyisan
ongoing issue. To educate

women about identifying
the signs and threats, and

I n commemorating this

for signposting women to
the right places, numer-
ous organisations such as
Women's Aid in Luton, Lu-
ton All Women's Centre, Lu-
ton Against Sex Trafficking
{LAST),and Luton Samari-
tans shared valuable infor-
mation.

Women also held in their
thoughts. heartsand prayers
all the Ukrainian women
and girls whose safety is so
much in jeopardy at this
time.

Some words from a poem
by Lesia Ukrainka —one of

Ukraine’s foremost writ-
ers and a political, civil and
feminist activist (1871—1913)
—were used as a sign of hope
and perseverance to appro-
priately conclude the event.
“On this poor, indigent
ground, I shall sow flowers
of flowing colours; I shall
sow flowers even amidst the
frost, and water them with
my bitter tears. And from
those burning tears will melt
the frozen crust, so hard and
strong, perhaps the flowers
will bloom and bring about
for me a joyous spring.”
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What's happening in

Luton s faith communitios

mark philosopher’'s 645th birthday

Written by
David Jonathan

Grassroots & Luton \\*um iO' Fa m<

fter the culmina-
tion of ‘ Akhand Path’
(non-stop recitation

of the Sikh holy scripture,
Shri Guru Granth Sahib)
over a period of 48 hours at
Luton’s Guru Ravidass San-
gat in Cardigan Street. many
dignitaries joined in the
auspicious 645th birthday
celebrations of Shri Guru
Ravidass Ji.

He was a great saint,
philosopher, poet, social
reformer and a prominent
religious visionary of social
equality in north India dur-
ing 14th and 15th centuries.

Through his spiritual de-
votion, Guru Ravidass Ji
enhanced the cause of equal-
ity, social freedom and jus-
tice for all. particularly for
those who were oppressed.
exploited and marginalised.

Guestsreceive ; g}ft of Siropa

The princely courts were
among his supporters, many
of whom eventually became
his disciples. Forty of his
‘shabads’ (sacred sayings)
are included in the Sikh holy
scripture. The ‘Kirtan’ {(devo-
tional singing) was all about
loving and serving all.

Dignitaries, in their
speeches, appreciated Lu-
ton’s Ravidassia commu-
nity’s efforts to outreach and
serve the wider community.

Honouring some guests
with Siropa ( a length of
cloth bestowed on someone

asa mark of honour) General

Secretary Sanjiv Kumar said:
“Two years of Covid has af-
fected all our faith commu-
nities so much and in ways
we never had imagined. Dur-
ing this time, Gurudwara’s
services to the community
were massively supported
by many of our external
partners and organisations.

“The Siropa was a very
small token of appreciation
and a way of thanking all of
those extraordinary people,
who supported, acknowl-
edged and guided us through
our journey of supporting
others.”
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Peace is as important outside the

Luton’s faith communltloa;»

Written by
David Jonathan

urassroots & Luton Council Of Falths

hurches Together in
‘ Luton (CTL) recent-

ly gathered a group
of over 40 church leaders
from different churches,
different racial, cultural
and ethnic backgrounds
over breakfast. It wasto
nurture and foster the ide-
als of peace and unity in our
town.

CTL chair Michael Sin-
gleton said: “Peace isasim-
portant outside the church
asitiswithin. It grows
when we serve together in
peace and encourage one
another to work for the
common good.”

The keynote speaker
pastor, Alan West of Lu-
ton Christian Fellowship,
focusing upon the Bi-
ble verse (Matthew 6&33), 27

~ talked about seeking first

Keynote speaker Alan Westand CTL
chair Michael Singleton at the Chris-
tian faith and community leaders’
Breakfast Gathering

the kingdom of God and
said every-thing else will
fallin its place. He invited
all to think and reflect on
what can we do together
to advance God’s kingdom,
and not ours. He encour-
aged a]l by saylng where

He acknowledged that as
adiverse group, theologi-
cally and doctrinally, we are
never going to agree on eve-
rything, but this shouldn’t
stop us from discovering
what we can agree upon.
Sharing several past
experiences in which
Christians in Luton prayed
together, co-hosted town-
wide events and fundraised
for the well-being of our
town, Alan said: “We are
walking in the footsteps of
so many others who have
walked before us, in prayer
and in action, concerned
with the well-being and
prosperity of this town. We
must continue our jour-
ney.” -
Several other Christian
leaders also shared positive
stories and examples from
their experiences. A wide
range of Christian charity
groups and organisations,

;- worklng for the good of our
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ng members of

other faith communities

By David Jonathan
2ot § Lo Ot Y Fars
Faith Matters

The Diocese of St Albans isa
diverse diocese. It includes
a significant number of par-
ishes in towns such as Luton,
where there are large num-
bers of different faith com-
munities.

In furthering Diocesan
effortsof engagingand part-
nering withmembers of oth-
er faith communities for
the common good, Luton’s
All Saints Parish Church
invited Church of England
(CofE) ‘Readers’ from differ-
ent parishes across the dio-
cesetocomeandsee howthe
churchmust remain present
indiverseareas, and engage
positively with different
faiths.

A CofE Reader is a Li-
censed Lay Minister (LLM)
authorised by a bishop
1o assist vicars in leading
worship servicesand in car-
rying out other pastoral du-
ties.

Talking about her experi-
ences of working with Mus-
lim neighbours, Sandra
Millier, the All Saints Par-
ish Church Reader, said: “It
is about seeking opportuni-
ties rather than to feel over-
whelmed by the challenges;
opportunities tolearn more
about different human be-
ings around us, especially
those sincerely engaged in
seeking God.

“Itis also about seeking
opportunitiesto present our
Christian understandingsof
God by the lives we live and
the words we speak, and to
contribute to the common

¢ A
CofEStAIbansDiocesanRoadmonafﬁondlyvisimMaﬁnah MosqueinLuton

y o

good, together with others.”  Support Drop-In Serviceat tance of such educational

Later, the group of Read-
ers also observed a Refugee

All Saints Church Hall.
Highlighting the impor-

tours and visits, Rev David
Kesterton, vicar of All Saints

Church, who also plays the
role ofa Diocesan Inter Faith
Advisor, said: “Engagement
with people from different
faiths can help us under-
stand better, not just others’
faith, but also our own faith
and beliefs.

“We all must engage with
interfaith issues and con-
tribute together for the com-
mon good,”

+ Do you have a story for
the Luton News?

+ Send an email to joan-
na.gravett@jpimedia.
co.uk. Ifyou have a pho-
to, please attach a high-

resjpeg.




Faith Matters | Date published

13th Apr 2022

Our attitudes must change to
have a better environment

- Crassrocts &Lanen Caunclof Faiths ;
Ithough living in

Mt. Abu, Rajasthan,

India, environmen-

talist Shantanu
calls the entire planet his
home.

He is a member of a so-
cio-spiritual organisation
called Brahma Kumaris (htt-
ps://brahmakumaris.uk).

After two bachelor’s de-
greesin Fashion Design and
Fine Arts, his environmen-
tal inclination has led him
to design special courses
focusing on upcycling, re-
cycling, deconstruction and
reconstruction. =

During hisrecent visitto
Luton, he learnt with great
interest how Luton’s. d}f-
ferent faith communities
have been participating in
the Faith Woodlands Com-
munities Project, in devel-

oping Peace Gardens across
the town on derelict pieces
of land, in nurturing and
caring for green spaces in
the streets and neighbour-
hoods.

He commended Luton’s
Peace Garden Initiative in
which trees are being plant-
ed for thosewhodied of Cov-
id in the town.

Shantanu’s personal
journey with the environ-
ment had started in 2015
when he became vegan.

A few months after that,
he found himselfengaged in
climate activities. :

He was one of the seven
young people to be funded
by UNFCCC (United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change) for COP 25
in Madrid in 2019. 3

Atpresent heisa mentor
in the Climate Ambassadors
Programme and a facilitator
for environment and faith
on the steering commit-
tee of the United Nations’

=

Environment Programme
(UNEP) Major Group of Chil-
dren and Youth (MGCY).

One of his strongest
beliefs is reflected in the
statement, “Simplicity is
kindness™.

After hismeeting with
Grassroots and Luton Coun-
cil of Faiths, while speak-
ing at a Rotary club event in
Luton, he said: “The triple
crisis that our world is fac-
ing currently is normally
said to be of debt, climate
change and biodiversity
loss, but the actual triple
crisisis greed, apathy and
selfishness.

“Science doesn't have the
answers for these; our atti-
tudes must change.”

‘Within months he
was engaged in
climate activities’

; . &
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Sikh communities come
together for Vaisakhi event

David Jm*

@hantonnews

4 Vaisakhi’ is an histori-
cal and religious festival
for Sikhs worldwide. It
is celebrated in mid-

April. It commemorates the
birth and formation of the
Khalsa Panth (the body of
fully initiated Sikhs) follow-
ing a sacrificial sword ritual
ceremony in 1699 by the last
of the 10 Sikh human gu-
rus, Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
It was about transforming
Sikhs into soldier saints.
Five men who took the
test of offering their lives on
Guru’s call became known
as the Panj Piare (‘Beloved
Five’) —each one embodying
the virtues of compassion,
righteousness, courage,
commitment and oneness.
They were then baptised in-
to the ‘Khalsa’ by the Guru
sprinkling on them Amrit
(‘immortalising nectar’: the

Sikh term for holy water).

The Khalsa is therefore
a collective of committed
Sikhs (male and female)
who are mandated to fight
oppression and uphold free-
dom, and work to provide
basic needs of all people —
serving everyone, regard-
less of their background,
recognising humanity’s
oneness.

On Vaisakhi, Gurud-
waras (Sikh temples) are
decorated. Community fairs
and Nagar Kirtan (street
processions) are held, and
people gather to socialise
and share festive foods.

This year in Luton, hun-
dreds of men, women and
youths came out in a street
procession, led by beauti-
fully decorated vehicles,
religious and communi-
ty leaders, demonstrating
their devotion and commu-
nity spirit as throughout
the procession, at various
points, devotees shared
free food. Even before and

after the procession, ‘Lan-
gar’ (free meal) was served
and prayers were offered
for the whole of humanity
at Guru Nanak Gurudwara
on Dallow Road. A minute’s
silence was also observed
for the people in Ukraine.

As the procession had
passed through Bury Park,
the president, head imam,
committee members from
the central mosque and sev-
eral others from the Mus-
lim community greeted the
Sikh leaders with garlands
and distributed hot snacks
and tea to hundreds of Sikhs
walking in the procession.
Thiswas areal testament of
how Luton’s communities
live in harmony with one
another.

‘An historical and
religious festival
celebratedin
mid-April’
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Singing and embracing
songs from different cultures

nited Reformed

Churches (URCs) in

and around Luton

gathered together

toreflect and explore songs
in the 21st century, with Rev
John Bell, a Scottish hymn
writer, Church of Scotland
minister and a member of
the Iona Community. John
Bell is a broadcasterand a
former student activist. He
lectures in theological col-
leges and leads workshops
for the renewal of congre-
gational worship through-
out the world. In the UK, he
has been associated with
the Christian arts festival
Greenbelt for many years.

Employed full-time in

- the areas of music and wor-
ship with the Wild Goose
Resource Group, John Bell
has produced many collec-

tions of original hymns and
songs.and two eollections of
songs of the World Church.
These are published by the
Iona Community in Scot-
land and by G.I.A. Publica-
tions (Chicago) in North
America. Several collec-
tions of his work have been
published in translationin
Swedish, Norwegian, Finn-
ish, Danish, Dutch, Frisian,
Japanese and German.

He often presents pro-

grammes on the BBC, ma-
joring on contemporary
religious songs from various
parts ofthe world. Heis
quite aregular contributor
to “Thought for the Day”,
part of Radio 4’s Today pro-
gramme.

Rev Heather Whyte, URC
minister in Luton, said: “It
has been good to encourage,
enable and equip our con-
gregations with liturgy and
songs that are relevant, con-
textual and representative
ofthe world we live in.”

When asked why other
world cultures have been so
important to him, Rev Bell
said: “We have exported a
large number of hymns to
different parts of the world
—especially the developing
world;Ifeelitisimportant
tolisten to what they have to
offer and therefore, when-
ever possible, I do think it’s
helpful to sing the songs
from different cultures. So
we can stand togetherin
deeper intercession with
one another. And through
that experience our under-
standing of the world and
God is enlarged.”

Commenting on Luton’s
multi-faith multicultural
context, he said: “People
from different racial, reli-
gious, cultural and ethinic
backgrounds can be seen as
agift or athreat. I see them
as gifts. They have enriched
and broadened my under-
standing of whom I worship
as the creator God.”
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Churches are united in fight
against racism and injustice

Grassioots & Luton Counail of Faiths

tits Annual General
Meeting last week,
Churches Togeth-
er in Luton (CTL)
reflected, reviewed and
renewed its commitment to
the cause of racial reconcili-
ation and justice.

The Black Lives Matter
movement — which began
in 2013 but gained global
prominence after George
Floyd was killed in the Unit-
ed States in May 2020 —en-
courages everyone to work
for a world where Black lives
are no longer systematically
targeted and where their
humanity, contributions to
society and resilience in the
face of deadly oppression
are recognised, acknowl-

edged, valued and affirmed.

In order to achieve these
goals, Churches Together
in Luton (CTL) launched an
Ecumenical Interdenomi-
national Commission on
Racial Justice and urged
church leaders to talk hon-
estly about their experienc-
es of racism, their hopes for
the future and their regrets
for the past.

Conveners Tony Thomp-
son and Vincent Cox said:

“Our talking together has
helped in building deep,
meaningful, honest rela-
tionships, something that
has been repeatedly men-
tioned as the key toracial
reconciliation.

“Our conversations have
helped us to identify how
we can look at history, even
the painful parts, so that we
can build together a new
future, through forgiveness

and defeating strongholds
that have existed for genera-
tions.”

Mr Cox added: “We are
mindful of the fact that real
change may bring pain and
we are ready to confrontit.

“We are looking to dis-
cern, define, explain and
understand, what does it
mean to be black in the UK
and in Luton?” '

CTL chair Michael Sin-
gleton said: “It isimportant
we advance our knowledge
ofracism, its history and its
conseqguences.

“We must break the si-
lence and work towards the
change that is needed. And
change costs.

“Some will have to lose
power in order for some to
gain power;only thencan
we justifiably establish the
ideal of just peace, equality
and equity.”
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Lady Clifford praises support
of our local religious groups

Grassroots & luton Councilof Faiths =
@LutonNews

he High Sheriffof

Bedfordshire for the

year until April 2023

is Lady Jane Clifford.

Although largely cer-

emonial now, the High
Sheriff still remains the
Sovereign’s representative
in the county for all matters
relating to thejudiciary and
the maintenance of Law and
Order. Keeping these links
with our judiciary and Po-
lice forces remains pivotal
to therole today, ensuring
these services have both the
support and respect of the
communities that they help
and protect.

A High Sheriff fulﬁls the
ancient role supporting the
Shire, upholdingits peace,
encouraging loyalty to the
Crown and stimulating its
communities in voluntary

societies to work for the
common good.

It is admirable that Lady
Clifford made an effort to
visit parts of Luton for the
first time, soon after taking
over the role. She visited
the Madinah Mosque in
Oak Road; Church of God in
Christ (COGIC) in Dunsta-
ble Road; Discover Islam
Centre in Upper George
Street; and Guru Ravidass -
Sangat in Cardigan Street.

The warmth and hospi-
tality she received at each
of these places of worship
humbled and moved her.
She praised Luton's diverse
religious communities for
their generosity and con-
cern for those in need and
the less privileged.

- Lady Clifford said: "My
visit has proventobean
excellent chance for net-
working and building re-
lationships. The number
of groups and individuals
making a difference in Lu-

ton is inspiring. Religious
leaders, faith-based organi-
sations, and faith groups
provide vital support, com-
fort and guidance to the
communities they serve."”
"My heartfelt gratitude
goes to all who volunteer in
our county. Their daily acts
ofkindnessand givingarea
living testament. "
Commending the role
played by Grassroots, Luton
Council of Faiths (LCoF)
and Near Neighbours
Programme, Lady Clifford
Added: "By bringing peo-
ple together from differ- -
ent communities, you are
indeed promoting social ac-
tion and transformation.
"I'm delighted that your
efforts have been recog-

* nised, and that LCoF has
received The Queen's Award
_for Voluntary Semces last"
 year.

"My heartiest congratu-
‘lations to LCoF and a].l in-
volved in it.”
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David Jonathan
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths -

Commemorating this special Jubilee

M Lord-Lieutenant of

Bedfordshire Helen

Nellishosted a very

special and historic
event and thanksgiving service
at St Mary’s Church, Luton,
over the weekend to commem-
orate HM the Queen’s Plati-
num Jubilee and the services of
voluntary organisations across
Bedfordshire. The church was
packed with representatives of
Bedfordshire voluntary organi-
sations.

During prayers and the bish-
op’saddress at the ceremonial
service, the topics of ‘service’
and ‘servanthood’ were shared
and reflected upon.

Here are some words used
in the service - “We give thanks
for all who work in our volun-
tary and charitable organisa-
tions, for the inspiration and

commitment of our young
people and especially for those
groups and initiatives repre-
sented here; for all who unself-
ishly and unstintingly give of
their time, talents and skills for
the benefit of others and for the
common good. Bless, we pray,
allwho strive to serve, that they
may be given wisdom and zeal,
compassion and the gift of hu-
mility in their service.”
Complementing the theme
‘'service’, Professor Rebecca
Bunting, vice-chancellor of
the university of Bedfordshire,
read out an extract from HM
the Queen’s accession message.
Here are few words fromiit:
“Aswemark the7oth an-
niversary, it gives me great
pleasure to renew to you the
pledge I gave in 1947 that my life
will always be devoted to your

service,

"AsIlook ahead with a sense
ofhope and optimism to the
year of my Platinum Jubilee, I
amreminded of how much we
can be thankful for.

"These last seven decades
have seen extraordinary pro-
gress socially, technologically
and culturally that have ben-
efited usall;and I am confident
that the future will offer similar
opportunities tousand espe-

CofE Bishop
Richard Atkinson
speakingat
the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee

Service heldat St
Mary's, Luton

cially to the younger genera-
tionsin the United Kingdom
and throughout the Common-
wealth.

“This anniversary also af-
fords me a time toreflect on the
goodwill shown to me by people
of all nationalities, faithsand
agesin this country and around
the world over these years.

“I would like to express my
thanks toyou all for your sup-
port. I remain eternally grateful
for, and humbled by, the loyalty
and affection that you continue
togive me.

“And so as I look forward to
continuing to serve you with
all my heart, I hope this Jubilee
will bring together families and
friends, neighbours and com-
munities - after some difficult
times for so many of us-in
order to enjoy the celebrations

and toreflect on the positive
developments in our day-to-
day lives that have so happily
coincided with my reign.”

‘The topics of
serviceand
servanthood
were sharedand
reflected upon’
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The Queen has achieved a
great milestone in her life

ith more than 1o
million people
said to have at-
tended numer-
ous Jubilee parties, it has
been impossible to avoid
our attention and the media
focus on HM the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebra-
tions held in the last week.
Many people have been
heard saying they are not
royalists and yet they cannot
elude admiring the Queen,
whose grace, relational skills
and determination over the
years and decades, have con-
tributed significantly to the
global image of Great Britain.
HM The Queen Elizabeth
II has a strong faith that has
been evident throughout her
life, in her words and actions.
She has acknowledged that
her faith inspires her, guides
her and empowers her with

the strength, courage and
resilience whenever she has
needed it most. This makes
her even more likeable in a
town like Luton, where near-
ly 80% of people are religious.

Therefore, in Luton, be-

sides the carnival and nu-

merous street parties, the
celebrations have also been
held at a number of schools,
colleges, public sector insti-
tutions, voluntary, commu-
nity and faith organisations,
and at different places of wor-
ship too.

For once, republicans or
monarchists or even those
who are indifferent, all seem
to have expressed their joy
and gladness for the Queen’s
remarkable innings.

Having taken herresponsi-
bilities asthe Queen at the age
of25,shemakesnotjustaper-
fect role model for our young
peaple, but she alsostandstall
as aniconic symbol of women
in leadership.

It is said that in over 50 of
her 7o Christmas addresses,

the Queen has called upon
everyone to proactively love
and care for our neighbours,
particularly for those who are
marginalised, excluded and
grieving. She hasspent a huge
amountoftimevisiting hospi-
tals, shelters, youthinitiatives,
care homesand the 600 chari-
ties she supports. This aspect
of her life is not just a strong
witness of her Christian faith
and love for humankind, but
it also complements the core
teachings and beliefs of most
of the world’s religions and
therefore she inspires people
of all religious and cultural
backgrounds.

The chair, vice-chair and
a staff of the Luton Council of
Faithswere privileged tobein-
vited to attend the Royal Gar-
den Party.

As we face many challeng-
es, may thelife ofthe Queenin-
spireusall tocontinue striving
to make Britain even greater,
where equality, peace, justice
and equity help all to live their
livesin allitsabundance.
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Shavuot and Pentecost were
observed in the community

& Luton Councl of Fasths

illions of people
participated

in the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
events, parties and street
lunches in towns and cities
across the UK over the bank
holiday weekend earlier
this month. The nation cel-
ebrated 70 years of leader-
ship from Her Majesty the
Queen, the longest ofany
British monarch.

For Christians and Jews
however, there were also reli-
gious commemorations dur-
ing these royal celebrations.
The Jewish festival of Shavuot
and the Christian festival of
Pentecost coincided with the
royal celebrations.

Boththesefestivalssharea

heritage. Shavuotisoneofthe
three major Jewish pilgrim-
age festivals, marking the gift
of the Torah (Jewish scrip-
ture). For Christians, the New
Testament records that the
followers of Jesus, who were
Jewish, weregathered in Jeru-
salem for Shavuot, when the
Holy Spirit came upon them
and they spoke in different
languages. This laid the foun-
dation ofthe Christian festival
of Pentecost. -
At the Council of Chris-
tians and Jews, which has
benefited from the Queen’s
patronage since 1952, the over-
lap between Shavuot and Pen-
tecost this year was observed
amicably and two Christian
theological educators were
invited toreflect on the signif-
icanceofthe Torah, or the law
from a Christian perspective.
LucyDallas,whotrainsAn-
glicans for ministry in Cam-

bridge and has been part of a
UK-Swedish Clergy Exchange
Programmeled by Grassroots
Luton, noted the centrality of
the law for Christians. She
said: “The Jesus whom we
meetin the gospelsis the very
embodiment of the law.

"In Jesus, we see all that
thelawisand alwayshasbeen:
wise, subversive, redemptive;
challenging, healing, forgiv-
ing, loving and life-giving.”

The discussion also high-
lighted that sometimes a
Christian construct of Torah
as being over-scrupulous and
legalistic has wrongfully pro-
Jected legalism on to Judaism,
whereasthescriptures affirm
that ‘your law is a lantern for
my feet and a light upon my
path’. The law therefore must
beunderstoodlike this, sothat
it becomes a joyful vocation
rather than a set of forbidding
demands.
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Let's overcome division and
Commemorate Refugee Week

Gm&hmwmcaroffanhs

@}utonnews X

efugee Week takes
place every year
across the world in
the week around
World Refugee Day on June
20. In the UK, Refugee Week
isa nationwide programme
of arts, cultural and educa-
tional events that celebrate
the contribution of refugees
to the UK, acknowledge the
creativity and resilience of
people seeking sanctuary
and encourage a better un-
derstanding between com-
munities.

Refugee Week started in -

1998asadirectreactiontohos-
tility in the media and society
in general towards refugees
and asylum seekers. Refugee

The Poice Walk for Ukraine

Weekisnow oneoftheleading
nationalinitiatives workingto
counter this negative climate,
defending the importance of
sanctuary and the benefitsit.
canbringtobothrefugeesand-
host communities.

Lately, wehave beenreceiv-
ing Ukrainian refugees due to
theongoing waron Ukraine. It
was heartening that ahead of

Refugee Week, last Saturday,
the Luton branch of the Asso-
ciation of Ukrainiansin Great
Britain invited all tojoin in a
Peace Walk in Wardown Park
as a sign of solidarity.

This year’s Refugee Week
theme is ‘Healing’. Sr Maire
Hayes, Spirituality of Justice
partner at Grassroots Pro-
gramme, said: “Healing means
recovering from a painful ex-
perience or situation; no-one
understands this better than
those who have lost their
homes and had to build new
lives from scratch. We have
much to learn from refugees
aboutholdingontohopewhen
going on seems impossible.
Those going through the asy-
lum system know that healing
is an ongoing process, made
harder by poverty, housing
difficulties and the threat of
being detained or deported.”
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Wmdr*ush — the stories of
still impact us now

yesterday

hy Windrush
Matters Today —
anonline event
held nationally
by an organisation called
“British Future’, brought
together expert voices of
champions like Patrick Ver-
non, cultural historian and
Windrush campaigner,on
race, history and social co-
hesion to mark the 74th an-
niversary of the Windrush
and examine its ongoing im-
portance and relevance.
Aswe head towards
an important 75th anni-
versary of Windrush next
year, the event focused on
how we are connecting our
younger generations with
the Windrush story —and
how to broaden the reach of
this historic event to help
deepen understanding of

multi-ethnic Britain.

Alsoon June 22, at Luton
Town Hall, United Luton
Caribbean and African
Committee (ULCAC) held
its third annual civic cer-

~ emony in honour of Luton

Windrush generation.

This event highlighted the
importance and signifi-
cance of Windrush Day and
what it means for everyone.
Tamar Lovindeer, co-chair
ULCAQC, said: “We started in
2021. Besides shouldering
responsibility of organis-
ing this civic event, we also
seek to assist Luton Council
in monitoring its resolu-
tion to improve black lives
in the town. Recognising
this town wants to be built
on fairness, we support the
equality, diversity and in-
clusion across Luton’s pub-
lic sector agencies.”

There was a general con-
sensus that all the setbacks
must be turned into leaps
forward. Individual and

personal stories of people
we do not normally hear
about can be impactful.
This is what Luton-based
“You Are Able’, a comm
interest company (CIC) is
trying to do. Funded by the
Department of Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities
(DLUHCOQ), one of its projects
will deliver a documentary
in Luton about the Win-
drush generation through
the eyes of young people,
learning a legacy
the accounts of descend-
ants who had varying am-
bitions to either settle or
envisage returning to the
Caribbean after a period of
time. Project director Bilal
Thompson said: “The docu-
mentary aims to archive
the connections as many of
these individuals have since

passed away but have left in
many cases a verbal hxstory

tent is to leave a record
can educate.”

with their children. This i
|7
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can make a real difference

WM Europeis one of six

regions of the Coun-

cil for World Mission

(CWM), aworldwide
partnership of churches in mis-
sion made up of over 21 million
Christiansin 40 countries of
the world.

The Europe Regionismade up
offivemember churches. CWM
worksglobally, regionally, cross-
regionally and ecumenically.

Atits2022 Regional Assem-
bly,the CWM Europe held a par-
ticipative residential gathering
which included worship, group
work, interactive exercisesand
discussionsand a day-longim-
mersionvisit to Luton during

which the Assembly delegates themto serve people of all back-
visited different places of wor- groundsselflessly.

ship and engaged with members How do theywork together
from faith communities,asking | withoneanother? Almost every-
what inspires and motivates one fromdifferent faith commu-

CWM Europe
Regional
Assembly visit to
Luton

nitiesin Luton said they cannot
doitaloneand that togetherwe
areabletomakeadifference.

Delegatesalsotook interest
inhowGRASSROOTS & LUTON
COUNCIL OF FAITHS have sus-
tained over theyears, its work of
building good community rela-
tionsin Luton.

Introducing the overall theme
and framework of the Regional
Assembly, Revd Dr Michael
Jagessar, Secretary for CWM
Europe, inastatement said: “Eu-
rope’s history, tasteand tendency
forwar and violenceis once more
revealed, as Ukraineresiststhe
Russianinvasion and occupation.
After the Intergovernmental

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
issued itswarning onimpacts of
climate breakdown earlier this
year,weknowthat climate break-
downisacceleratingrapidly,
many of theimpactswill be more
severe than predicted.
"Andallthishastobead-
dressed aswe try toemerge from
our shelters from the tempest
Covid. The Europe Regional As-
sembly therefore offered usan
opportunitytoreflect on what it
meansto ‘Rise up’ and what pow-
er, privilege, policy, anxieties,
grief, guilt, control dowe need to
letgo’tohelpusriseup.
“AsChristian Churchesand
allfaith communities, we must
continually review how we want
toprepare ourselvesforaction.
What arethe treasuresand gifts
wecan share toinaugurate anew
world, in which lifein allits full-
ness, life inallitsabundance can
be shared equally by all and not
just by few. And watching differ-
ent faith communities working
together in Luton have provided
ushope-hopeinaction.”
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More in common than divides us

he Right Reverend David

James Oakley, Bishop

of the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Northamp-
ton, made his first visit tothe
GRASSROOTS Programme,
and it was a great blessing, ac-
cording to The Revd Canon
David Lawson, Chair of GRASS-
ROOTS Luton.

Referring to the Second
Vatican Council, which was
the 21st ecumenical council
of the Catholic Church, Bish-
op David reminded that it had
produced resources to direct
the life of the Church in the
20th century and beyond.

The purpose of the Council
was the “modernization of the
Church after 20 eenturies of
life", He reinforced the Coun-
cil’s call for the Church’s re-
newal in almost every aspect:

from the Church’s language
and theology to the Church’s
role in the world, especially
itsrelationship with other
religions.

Bishop David concurred
that interfaith cooperation is
not about trying to blend all
religions and culturesinto
one, as if we are all the same
and our differences don't re-
ally matter.

It is not about negotiat-
ing away our differences. It is
about realising that we have
more in common than what
divides us, and that must mo-
tivate us to cooperate for the
common good and the flour-
ishing of all people.

Bishop David gave GRASS-
ROOTS and the Luton Council
of Faiths credit for their ef-
forts to bring communities

together. “It's wonderful to
see that Luton’s inter faith
work involves action as well
asdialogue”, he said. “The
actions of Luton's faith com-
munities speak louder than
words and it is great to see
their actions are inspired by
their respective beliefs.
"Long may such partner-
ship and networking con-
tinue, which is so clearly not
about competing against one

another, but complimenting
one another.”

After visiting different
places of worship in Lu-
ton, including the Central
Mosque, Discover Islam
Center, and the Sikh Temple
- Guru Nanak Gurudwara,
Bishop David remarked: "This
has been one of the best and
the happiest days since I took
over as the Bishop.”

He offered to contin-
ue blessing and assisting
GRASSROOTS as it works to
advance the causes of justice,
peace, and reconciliationina
hurting world.

At the Central Mosque,
Bishop David extended Eid
Greetings to all the Muslim
friends and communities in
Luton. He said: “I take this op-
portunity to wish you peace-

ful and fruitful Eid-al-Adha
celebrations. Qur meetj
together testifies that our
religions invite us to remain
rooted in the values of peace;
to defend the values of mu-
tual understanding, human
fraternity, and harmonious
coexistence.”

President of Luton’s Cen-
tral Mosque Mohammad
Shafait reciprocated the sen-
timents saying: “We Muslims
and Christians are called to
open ourselves to others,
knowing and recognizing
each other as brothers and
sisters. In this way, we can
tear down walls raised out of
fear and ignorance and seek
together tobuild bridges of
friendship that are funda-
mental for the good of all hu-
manity.”
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People of different faiths
iNnvited to Inclusive Eid parade

*’”‘by David Jonathan 2
- Grassroots and Luton Counail of Faiths

everal Eid al-Adha

celebrations and

outdoor prayers

have been held in
the different parts of Luton
town, eg. at CYCD, Central
Mosqgue, Wardown Park,
Lewsey Park and Stock-
wood Park.

However, last weekend’s
Colours of Eid festive celebra-
tions at St George's Square
were unigue as people from
different faithswere invited
tojoin in an inclusive Eid
parade. There was somuch
more amusement added to
the parade, as membersand
leaders from different faiths
were asked to hold the cloud
props, made up of white bal-
loons, while walking down
from Barclays Bank to St
George’s Square led by the
drummers with many other
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Colours of Eid festive celebrations at St George's Square

people ofall agesdressed up
in beautiful costumes.

Eid al-Adha has been the
second of the two Eid festivi-
ties Muslims celebrate world-
wide.

“Eid Mubarak” isthe
traditional phrase used by
Muslims to greet each other.
The Arabic word “mubarak™
translates as “blessed.” while
“Eid” means feast, festival or
celebration.

Eid al-Adha, known as
the “Festival of the Sacrifice”,
honoursthe famous story of

the Prophet Ibrahim (Abra-
ham for Christians and Jews)
willing to sacrifice hissonas
an act ofobedienceto God’s
command. However, before
Ibrahim did it, God produced
alamb for him to sacrifice
instead.

To commemorate this,
Muslims sacrifice mealsand
give money to charities like
Luton Foodbank to feed the
poorer familiesin our town
and alsodonate to buy the
livestock to feed peoplein
need worldwide.
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* by David Jonathan

otories can be so transformative

owlongyou think it will

taketocountupto1

million? At the outdoor

storytelling event host-
ed by Edible High Town at High
Town's Peace Garden, next to
High Town Methodist Church,
this was one of the many ques-
tions posed by the Luton-based
professional artists to keep
kids and adults interested, en-
gaged, and amused,

The storybook "Max counts
toaMillion"was narrated and
performed by the artists. Writ-
ten by Luton based author Jere-
my Williams, this book is a light
hearted read.

[tisabout 8 year old young
boy Max Cromwell, who like
other children, tries to get
alongin the best way he can de-
spite having to deal with the im-
pact of Covid 19, the Lockdown

|

andisolation and therefore
decidestocount toamillion
during the Covid 19 Lockdown
in the global pandemic.

Children and adults were
| invited tomeet with the book's
author, Jeremy Williams, once
| the storytelling session was
OVer.

They questioned him on the
length oftime it took him to
write this book, the release date
of his upcoming book, his fa-
vourite book, and other topics.

Ayounggirl stated that she
enjoys writing stories as well
sinceit enables her towrite
about anything and to develop
ideas that are not constrained

[
|
|
|
|

' bythe confinesof the real

world.

Thanking the funder Luton
Rising whomade this event
possible and free toattend, the

event organiser KonniDeppe, ¢
o-or dinator of the Edible High
Town-Community Garden-

KonniDeppe
withJeremy
Williams

ing Project, said, “We growfrﬁit
and vegetablein the pocket

iy garden inthe High Townarea.

Wealsolook after this Peace
Garden, which wasoriginally
launched asthe Peace Garden
by Luton Council Faiths, to-
gether with Edible High Town,
GRASSROOTS & Near Neigh-
bours Programme. It is sucha
joy tosee somany coming out
and enjoying the Peace Garden
and our event today.”

Luton town hasyounger
thanaverage population.

infact, itisestimatedthat
over 30% of Luton’s population
isaged19andunder, whichis
highest inthe East of England.

Considering Luton's diver-
sity and recognising the fact
that storiesare powerfuland -
have alastingimpact on peo-
ple, GRASSROOTS & Luton

o

Council of Faiths are exploring
the possibilities to nurture the
‘lostart’ of story-telling, which
can effectively speak to Luton’s
growingyounger population of
diverse cultural heritage.

Storytelling can also help
tobuild bridges and generate a
more palatable understanding
ofissues.

Storiesreinforce human
goodwill, human values and
positive messaging for usall to
work together for the common

. Storiesare magical. They

canreach out and speak out
fuchmore powerfully andin
atransformativeway, just asit
happened inlast week's first
ever outdoor storytelling event
heldin the High Town Peace
Garden by the Edible High

Town, :
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Togéther we can and must
find peaceful solutions

David Jonathan
Grassroois & Luton Council of Faiths

representative
team from the Bed-
fordshire Army
Base visited the UK
Centre for Carnival Arts
(UKCCA) in Luton aswell
as the town’s various places
of worship and faith-based
organisations.

The Army visitors,
which also included the
Army Chaplain, were ac-
companied by Clir Hazel
Simmons, the leader of the
Luton Council, and Sandra
Hayes, the service manager
for policy, community, and
engagement for the Luton
Council. The Army visitors
showed a strong interest
in exploring and learning

At Luton’s central mosque

about the many houses of
worship in Luton as well as
its diverse neighbourhoods.

They were amazed to
learn that Luton, the town
with the highest density of
people in the East of Eng-
land, has a religious affili-
ation rate of over 782% and
that over 140 languages are
spoken here.

The guests thoughtit
was amazing how the many
different faith commmunities
in Luton had come together
to overcome the obstacles
and challenges, when pro-
tests by extremist organisa-
tions had caused conflict,
social upheaval, and had
disrupted life in the town.

President of Luton Cen-
tral Mosque Mohammad
Shafait said: “The pace of
change we are currently
experiencing has never
been this fast, nor will it
ever be as slow again. There
are challenges, which can
be overwhelming, but we
have no doubt that with the
support and cooperation of
others in our town, we can
meet those challenges. To-
gether we can and we must
find out peaceful and sus-
tainable solutions.”
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Faith Matters

Mosque and church meet
again over tea and scones

nths beforeany ofus |
heardtheword |
‘Covid'-Madinah f
Masjid (Mosque) on
OakRoadinLutonhadvisited | |
StLeonard'sChurch, Flamstead |
forafternoontea. Howlittlethey |
knew, Covidwill makeanother |
meeting impossible. But recently, |
mosque and churchmet again.
Welcomingthe visitors, Vicar )
Revd JoBurke, said: “Itfeltlikea | 8
meetingofold friends”. l
Whiletrainingasacuratein |
Luton, Johad beenimpressedby | widely known. It wasimportant
thegenerousworkdonebythe | shesaidto'burst bubbles'sothat
Madinah Masjidwiththehome- | wecanform friendshipsoutside
less, refugeesand for theenviron- | ourowncommunities.

| 1,300 peoplejust 15 minutes from
Luton. In past generationsmany,
fromts population headed to Lu-
tontoworkin thehat tradeand
carfactories. But itisstill a quiet

Friends from
Madinah Masjid
onOak Roadin
Lutonvisited
StLeonard's
Church,
Flamstead for
afternoontea

rural community with coun-
try habits, includingitsannual
Scarecrow Festival.

Flamstead feelsaworld away
from thevibrancy of Luton.
And the twofaithsofIslamand
Christianity can seem so differ-
ent from eachother. But overtea,
strawberries,jamand scones
(madewith halal clotted cream),
Muslim friends asked percep-
tive questions about the 9oo-year
history of the church, the15th
centurywall paintings, thean-
cient rood screen, the tombs and
thebats.

Onbehalfof Madinah
Mosque, Abdul Ghafoor said:
“Thankyou from the depthsof

Council of Faiths

our hearts. Itis agreat pleasureto
listen to the stories dnd the great
history. It has really warmed my
heart. Qur shared heritage, our
shared history is preserved by
communities likeyou and rela-
tionships are being developed
by organisingafternoon tealike
today. Communityisallabout
COMEUNITY -coming together
and unitingaround what makes
ushuman.”

Invitingall tothe Madinah
Mosque Open Day on Septem-
ber 4, Magsood Anwar said:
“Thisisour second visit tothe
goo-year-old churchin this small
village which hasn't seen many
Muslims. Itis good to break down
barriersand build bridgesof un-
derstandingand relationship.”

MirandaMotley, St Leonard's
verger, said: “Although faithis
exceedingly important to both
communities, this gathering was
much more about good human
relationshipsand extending the
warm hand of friendship. Weare
all eagerly anticipating our re-
turnvisit to the mosque.”

o

ment. Shewanted thatworktobe |  Flamsteadisavillage ofabout
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Creating opportunities to

bring peopl

Despitean Amber extreme heat
warning,issued last week by the
Met Office,agroup of Chaplains
from different ethnicand
national backgrounds, serving
at the Bedfordshire Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust carried
out their planstovisit different
places of worshipin Luton.
Nelson Mandelais quoted as
saying, "Ifyoutalktoamanina
language heunderstands, that
getstohishead;ifyoutalktohim
inhisown language that goesto
hisheart". Trust Chaplain Vanes-
saBradley, stated when we visit
different places of worshipand
learnaword or two from another
language orwhen welearn even

somethingassimpleashowto
greet someone from another cul-
ture, itgives chaplains more con-
fidencetoconnect with people

| from various cultural, religious,

ethnic, or national backgrounds,
notonlywith theirheadsbut also
withtheirhearts.

Sheadded: “If we want tolove
our neighbour, we must know

Bedfordshire
Hospitals
Chaplains were
warmly received
atMadinah
Mosque on Oak
Road, Luton.

e together IS key

whotheyare;anditismuch bet-
ter we meet with people and let
themtelluswhotheyareand
what their beliefsare, rather than
we learningabout them from the
books or the media or the wide-
spread stereotypesin our world.”
Oneofthebarriersinthe
work of bringing people together
isoftenunderstood to be the for-
mal nature of the British society.
People prefer to be introduced
first, before they can talk or com-
municate withone another. That
may well betrue, but we allare
getting busier, lonelier,and more
stressed out due tomisinforma-
tionand disinformation, spread

.| widely bythe uncontrollable

by David Jonathan of
Grassroots and Luton
Council of Paiths‘

social medial platforms. Insucha
hostile environment of mistrust
and fear, itiseasytoview all those
whoare different fromus, asa
threat or enemy.

Itistherefore essential that
programmeslike GRASSROOTS,
Luton Council of Faiths (LCoF)

& Near Neighbours, continue
tocreate opportunities tobring
peopletogether sothat we can
understand why people are the
way they are;and people can dis-
cover those different from usare

'not our ‘enemies’; they are our ‘al-

lies, because they share the same
aspirationsaswedoandthatisto
beloved, to be acknowledged, to
be valued and to be affirmed and
to pray and work together for the
peaceandprosperityofall.
Inourdivided and wounded
world, where peace and unityis
threatened by the rising political
fundamentalism, majoritarian-
ismand generalintolerance, ifwe
aretobethehope, thenasMartin
Luther King putsit, wehave no
other optionbuttolearntolive
together asbrothersandsisters.

3
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Celebrating the birth of Lord Krishna

anmashtamiisan an-

nual Hindu festival that

celebrates the birth

of Lord Krishna, the
eighth avatar (reincarnation)
of Lord Vishnu.

Janmashtami celebrations
include dance-drama enact-
ments of Krishna’s life, ‘Ratri
Jagaran’ (night prayer vigil)
-devotional singing through
the midnight when Krishna
was born, ‘upavasa’ (fasting),
and a ‘Mahotsav’ (festival) on
the following day.

People also decorate cra-
dles and place Lord Krishna's
idol in it and where possible
they decorate children as
Lord Krishna.

The most popular images
of Krishna are depicted asa
playful joyous child enjoying
butter churned at home and

\
i

as an adult, playing flute.

Krishna gave the vital
message of ‘Bhagwad Gita’
(literally translated as ‘The
Song of the Lord’), which is
a700-verse Hindu scripture
dated to the 2nd Century BCE
and is a guiding principle for
Hindus.

It's core message has 3
themes - ‘jnana’ (knowledge),
‘karma’ (action) and ‘bhakti’
(devotion).

Mr Kanti Lad, President
of Shree Sanatan Sewa Samaj
Luton Hindu Mandir, said:
“Lord Krishna's message of
Karmayoga is a call to focus
on our responsibilities rather
than caring for our rewards.

"This spirit of working for
the common good has been
evident in the way all our
community champions have

been serving those in need,
during and even after the
pandemice.”

Mr Dhansukh Panchal,
Vice President of Hindu Man-
dir said: “After Covid lock-
downs, we are delighted to
be able to congregate and cel-
ebrate Lord Krishna's birthin
reasonable numbers, but we
must not forget to spend time
in reflecting on Lord Krish-
na’s message and teachings

| Mr & Mrs Pravin

and Nalini

Shah offering
prayersatLord
Krishna's birth
celebrationsat
Shree Sanatan
Sews Samaj
Hindu Mandir
(Temple), Lewsey
Farm.

about the purpose and mean-
ing of our life on this planet
Earth.”

Luton Hindu Communi-
ty Ambassador and also the
General Secretary of the Hin-
du Mandir, Mr Yogesh Mistry
said: “Our ‘Dharma’ (religious
obligations) are to carry out
the ‘Karma' - the duties with-
out the desire for reward.”

He quoted Lord Krishna
saying to his devotee, Arjuna:
“Thy businessis with action
only, never with ts fruits: so
let not fruit of action be thy
motive, nor be thou to inac-
tion attached.” (I1.47)

This clearly means that not
acting in favour of justice and
righteousness, is not even an
option.

Mr Mistry added: “People
may have slight differences in

understandmg or interpret-
ing the meaning or use of the
terms - Dharma & Karma, but
it thrives off the same basic
concept which s to help cre-
ate aworld order thatisin
harmony with the cosmos, a
world order that is built on
justice, fairness, equality and
equnty, aworld order that
is built by causmg no harm
to ‘anyone’ or ‘anything’ -
whether animals or even en-
vironment & ecology

At the evening prayers in
the Temple, the words echoed
- *“Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah”
- These are Sanskrit words
from a Hindu prayer mean-
ing - May all the living beings
be happy, prosperous and at
peace!
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nspiring next generation to succeed

alvary Church of God

in Christ (COGIC), one

of Britain'soldest Black

Pentecostal Churches
in the UK, celebrated its 7oth
anniversary at their annual
Holy Convocation which took
place from Friday 26th August
to Monday 29th August at COG-
IC UK headquarters on Dunsta-
ble Roadin Luton.

The churchis currently
under the leadership of Bish-
op Dr Alvin Blake, who has
presided over the jurisdiction
since 1998.

He has had this to say: “Our
forefathers have left a great
legacy of tirelessly working
in the community with both
young and old, promoting the
saving grace of the Gospel to
all people. We want to cel-
ebrate our heritage this year

by looking at where God has
brought us from, to inspire
the next generation to exceed
our achievements and to push
towards their dreams and
goals ensuring that their faith
in God remains central to all
they do.”

Leading hundreds of its
membersin Luton and across
the UK, he added: “To usher
usinto the next chapter of
our faith, it was our privilege
that our recently elected In-
ternational Presiding Bishop
and Chief Apostle, Bishop
John Drew Sheard was able to
come and bless us all with his
presence and message during
the Convocation.”

Marecia Dixon gave a brief
account of COGIC's history in
her online article. She said:
“COGIC UK has arich histo-

ry. It was founded in 1948 by
Mother Mary E. McLachlan.
The Church was officially
incorporated into COGIC in
1952 by Bishop Charles H Ma-
son, who founded the inter-
national churchin1918, (and
was the first International
Leader of COGIC) when he
visited the UK for the World
Pentecostal Conference.
Later, under the leadership
of Bishop Bell, COGIC UK

became prominent not only
within the Black Pentecos-
tal community but across all
Christian denominations.

“The COGIC Choir played
asignificant part in introduc-
ing UK audiences to the Black
Church and the power, and
spirituality of gospel music.

“They were the first black
gospel choir to be featured on
the BBC TV Songs of Praise
programme with theviewing
amongst the highest in the
programme’s history.”

This year’s Convocation
featured live worship ser-
vices, a gospel concert, video

‘presentations, and contri-

butions from special guests
from the UK and overseas.
There were education-
al workshops, extravagant
praise, and empowering

preaching over the period of
4 days.

The concert held on Friday
26th August included singing
from well-known artists such
as Volney Morgan and New-Ye,
Muyiwa and Riversongs, Bec-
caFolkes, Revelation Choir
direct from Denmark, Sarah
Watson, and Samuel Bella.

Bishop Dr Alvin Blake said
it was a wonderful celebra-
tion of thanksgiving for COG-
IC UK’simpact on spiritual
and community life thus far.

"We look forward to con-
tinue making our contribu-
tionsin helping those within
and beyond our congrega-
tions in discovering and
sustaining their respective
spiritual journeys,” he said.
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Sadly the Luton Covid memorial
now contains 776 flowers - each
onerepresentingaloved one who

hasdied of the virusin the town.
First erected in November
2020, it can still be viewed on
the outside wall of the Wigmore
Churchatthenorthendof Crawley
nettand Jenny Spouge continueto
addflowerswhen needed, though
rejoicing in the weeks when there
areno further losses. As the flow-
ers begin to fade, both Jenny and
Glilmgmeﬁxlﬁorthembe-

more lasting and greener memo-

rialaspartofLuton’sPeaceGarden | resent the memorial and submit-

Fa ith Matters

Gail Bennett time at the Festival of Quiltsat the
“LUTON CcoviD MEMORIAL e "‘“’".:',,,, MR gt
Spouge o
- S CovidMemorial | tiesand placesof worship across
: 'm‘ o atWigmore Britain have tried to find ways to
IR "W | Churchsaying acknowledge and reflect on the
| eachflower effects of the pandemic on com-
| representsalife | munities and this prompted Lu-
" g | losttoCovid ton’s Wigmore Churchtomounta
ol | Covid Memorialonthefront ofthe
church, crochetingand knittinga
flower each for every person who
died of Covid-19in Luton.
keepcreatingthesetextilememo- ) Covid Quilt being produced by Revd Heather Whyte, the Unit-
riesaswell. Bernina and the Quilters’ Guild. ed Reformed Church (URC) Minis-
Apanelhasbeencreatedtorep- | Suchhasbeentheresponsetothe ter, said: “Thismemorial of flowers
initiative that there were three
quilts, put on display for the first

Initiative, but theywill continueto | ted for inclusion in the National

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots and Luton
Council of Faiths

| but people, people with families,

peoplewhoareloved. Wehopeand
pray that not many more flowers
willneedtobeadded, but weknow
thepandemicisstill very prevalent
in Luton.”

You can see the memorial by
walking or driving past the front
of the Wigmore United Reformed
and Methodist Church, Crawley
Green Road LU2 9TE.

Many families and friends
could not say goodbye to their
loved one which has made the
grieving process even more diffi-
cult. Initiativesliketheseareabout
supporting familiesand individu-
alsinthebereavement processand
doing something positive forall.

Luton’sPeace GardenInitiative
led by Sujel Miah of Luton Coun-
cil of Mosques is also progressing
well. The projectisabout planting

| atree for every lifelost because of

Covid-19. Following tree planting
in Wigmore Park last year, this
year trees have been planted in
Wardown Park, Pope’s Meadow,

isareminder that thenumbersof | People’s Park and Mayne Avenue
deathsweheararen'tjuststatistics | inHockwell Ring.




Date pubiishéd 7

14th Sep 2022

LUTONNEWS |

_opinion J

a Faith Matters

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

Religious groups mourn The Queen

sthelongest-reigning
“!01111\‘1}1* in British
. Her Majesty

Queen Elizabeth [1
passed away peacefully on
Thursday. GRASSROOTS &
Luton Council of Faiths offer its
deepest sympathies.
in Luton are mourning the
passing of our beloved Queen
alongside the country, the
Commonwealth, and the rest of
the world.

Prof Zafar Khan, Chair,
Luton Council of Faiths stated
that Her Majesty the Queen was
awonderful monarchanda
fine person as well. She will be
sorely missed.

Headded: “The Queenisad-
mired by the faith communities
for her gentleness, humility,
grace, astuteness, diligence and

the dignified way in which she
hascarried out her duties as
head of state, defender of faith
and ambassador to the rest of
the world.

“Wejoin in mourning the

. passing of the Queen withall

people of all faith origins and
with those of no religious per-
suasion.

"We are grateful for her life,

| her faith, and her selfless com-

mitment to our country. God
bless our country, and may we
all continue to be inspired by
the life of our Queen. May her
soul rest in peace.”

Revd Canon David Lawson,
Chair of GRASSROOTS Luton,
said Queen Elizabeth's Chris-
tian faith was what under-
pinned her lifetime of service,
but she also acknowledged and
celebrated the huge contribu-

tion other faiths have made to

| the United Kingdom. May the

Queen’s example inspire usto
build stronger and more cohe-
sive communities!

Expressing their condolenc-

es, Luton’s Muslim commu-
nities stated British Muslims

stand in unity with British peo-

plein thistime of deep sorrow.
Her Majesty was a pillar of

| hope, unity and stability in our

ever changing and challenging

| HMQueen

| ElizabethIl
wasapillar of
hope, unity and
stability. Her
reassuring
presence will be
greatly missed.

world. Her reassuring presence
will be greatly missed.

Luton’s Jewish communi-
ties along with the Board of
Deputies of British Jews stated
no words can fully describe the
extent of our nation’s loss; Her
Majesty’s wisdom, benevolence
and dedication to duty will be
an inspiration for the genera-
tignsto come.

Luton’s Sikh community
leaders have said the Queen
truly epitomised the quality of
‘Seva’ -a central concept of self-
less service performed without
any expectation of result or
award in the Sikh faith.

At a special prayer cere-
mony, President of the Hindu
Mandirin Luton, Mr Kanti Lad
highlighted the contributions
andinfluence the Queen’s life
has had over her record-break-

ing reign.

Prayers were offered for the
queen’s soul and for the peace
of all those who mourn her and
the whole world.

Luton Buddhist, Jain & Ba-
hai communities stated her life
shines as the light throughout

| ourworld.

She devoted her lifetothe
service of the people and re-
mainsaguiding light tousall.

Churches Together in Luton
reminded the Queen was no
stranger to Luton. She stayed at
Luton Hoo and attended wor-
ship at St Mary’s Churchin the
town centre.

A service of thanksgiving for
the life and service of Queen
Elizabeth will be held at St

| Marys Church on Wednesday,

September 14 at 6pm. All are
welcome.
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utpouring of emotion for the Queen

he death of HM The emony by thanking the Queen | ; | visit to Ghana. stooped with age and yet her
QueenElizabethllatthe | forinspiringherandallthe | . ' Ataspecial thanksgiv- face is alight with a beaming
ageofg6hasprompted | womenin leadership. | , ing service held at St Mary's smile, It teaches us a great Jes.
B8 anoutpouring of emo- Chair of Luton Council | A Church Luton, Cof E Bishop | son - how to grow old grace-
tion — in the county of Bed- of Faiths, Prof Zafar Khan, ’ W : | of St Albans Diocese The Rt fully.
fordshire, acrossthecountry | stated Her Majesty'ssubtle | \ | Revd Dr Alan Smith said: “We "In that moment, perhaps
and around the world. - and sublime roleis centralin | =X\ ' have lost the mother of our above all other moments in
The newly appointed HM | making British society toler- | nationand we mourn, her life, her humanity shines
Lord Lieutenant of Bedford- | ant and confident about its ' | "TheQueenisnolonger through. This was someone
shire Susan Lousada held a diversity. T with us and we grieve. Qui- who wore her faith in her
special service of thanksgiv- | He hoped as citizens of this | etly, patiently, persistently heart, not on her sleeve,
ing at St Paul’s Church, Bed- | wonderful country, we all will Queen. Representatives | sticking to the promise she "She revealed a new beau-
ford. strive to make Britain even "We have lost the matri- fromdifferent | made on her 215t birthday; ty, flowing out of a long, fruit-
Several othereventsand | stronger. arch of our nation. She wasa | faithsand nothing has ever diverted ful life lived to the full, a duty
services have also been held | Deputy Lieutenant Vinod | cherished sovereign who had | communities her from her avowed com- well discharged and a lifelong
by the local authorities across | Tailor recited a Sanskrit embodied stability and a bea- | wereinvitedto | mitment to serve - ‘A promise | vow of service which was fi-
the county. | prayer (with English transla- | conin the face of many chang- | lightcandlesin | madeand kept for life’. nally complete.”
Luton Council joinedthe | tion) for the world peaceand | es. Herlegacy asa Queenand aThanksgiving Reflecting on the last pho- Committing Her Majesty
national ‘Moment of Reflec- | for the peace of the departed | stateswoman is of unmatched Serviceforthe | tographtaken of Her Majesty | into the hands of
tion' on Sunday and held a soul of our beloved Queen. dignity.” QueenatSt at Balmoral, when the new God, Bishop Alan said: “In
short ceremony in front of Clir Maria Lovell MBE said: She stated her late mother | Mary'sLuton. Prime Minister, Liz Truss, faith we celebrate that she
Town Hall. “AsaGhanaian British, Ijoin | would often share the cher- had visited her, BishopAlan | has now returned home. May
Mayor of Luton Cllr Sa- withothersin mourningthe | ished memories of meeting said: “We see our Queen sherest in peace and risein
meera Saleem opened the cer- the Queen during her state standing alone, slightly glory."

passing of a deep revered '

I
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Walk brought communiti

€ have seen com- ent faith communities. who passed away due to Covid.
munal tensions It was an opportunity to be Atthe Ukrainian Chapel,
fueled by thesocial | together inour solidarityand people expressed solidarity
mediaacrossmany | walkand talk with oneanother, with Ukrainians and all those
areas in the country recently. while visiting different places who are suffering because of
Luton has stayed calm and ma- ' of worship too. wars and conflictsin different
ture, and Luton’s faithcommu- |  Itwas inspiring to hear the partsof the world. The Peace
nities haveremainedfocused | amazing refugees and asylum Walk concluded at the newly
onworkingtogether for peace | seekers support work carried built Guru Nanak Gurudwara
and human flourishing, locally | out by Madinah Mosque and All on Dallow Road, where the Sikh
aswell asglobally. | SaintsChurch in partnership hospitalityknown as ‘Langar
The evidence of thiswas - withoneanotherinBuryPark | beliefthat peaceand harmony | Duringluton's | Seva'(a Sikh religious obliga-
seenat Luton's AnnualPeace | Beech Hill area of Luton, are not abstract theories; in- Annual Peace tion) was, as always, outstand-
Walk held last Saturday. People |  Afewteachersand pupils stead they are practical and life | Walkpeople ingand admirable.
from different faithsandthose | from Chantry, Southfield and fulfilling possibilities, provided | fromdiverse Faith and community lead-
with no particular faith affilia- | Whitefield PrimarySchools | wework toturn these possibili- | religious ersin our town have worked
tion came together forthe 26th | gave away their week-end to tiesinto living realities. and ethnic very hard over the years to
Annual Peace Walk. Joinin this noble initiative. The Peace Walk startedat - | backgrounds create a culture of dialogue
Itisoneofthemost popular | Children recited poetryonthe | High Town Methodist Church, gatheredinthe | and cooperation resultingin
eventsled by Luton Councilof | themeofPeace.Ateachersaid | where people’sdonations for HighTownPeace | respect, tolerance anq har-
Faiths (LCoF) in partnership events like these help nur- Luton Food Bank were collect- | Garden mony across Luton’s diverse
with GRASSROOTS and sup- ture young minds positively. ed. People were then led to visit communities.
port from Near Neighbours | Wemust leavealegacyforour | areaswheretreeshave been We felt so proud that one
young peopletolatchontothis | plantedin memoryofthose of our young volunteers Nitin

Programme and Luton's differ-

by David Jonathan
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

es together

| Verma, a Hindu, studying in
Cambridge, came with a Mus-

| lim friend to join the Peace

| Walk, to give a clear message

| that as young people we want
to create an environment
where people from all diverse

| backgrounds can flourish,

| sothat together we can make

| our world a better place for

everyone, He strongly con-

| demned Hindu-Muslim hos-

| tility recently shown in the

media across the country.

LCoF Chair Prof Zafar Khan

and Vice Chair Gulie Butcher

thanking all for their particj-

pation and engagement in the

peace walk, encouraged all to

continue energising ourselves

with what is good in us alland

said “May there be peace in the

| world and let it begin

withme™!
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Jyand peace of religious festivities

ast week, Jewish friends
celebrated ‘Rosh Hashan-
ah, the Jewish New Year,
followed by ‘Yom Kippur',
the Day of Atonement, which
isthe holiest time of the year
in Judaism. Itscentral themes
are atonement and repentance.
Despite it requires continu-
ous fasting for 25 hours it is the
most celebrated of all Jewish
festivals.
Five days after Yom Kippur
is Sukkot, another Jewish festi-
val, which referstothe 40-year
period when the children of
Israel wandered the desert and
lived in temporary shelters.
Jewish friends build their own
sukkah (a hut-like structure)
intheiryards asthey celebrate
with family and friends, enjoy-
ing life's simple pleasures and
~ puttingmodern luxuries into

perspective,

Just when Jewish festivi-
ties were on, colorful costumes
and live music got hundreds
of Hindu friendsto dance to-
gether, creating alarge family
and community dance floor at
Shree Sanatan Sewa Samaj Hin-
duMandir (Temple) in Lewsey
Farm. This was for Hindu fes-
tival called ‘Navratri (literally
translates as nine-nights) cel-
ebrations. It involves the folk
dances called ‘Rasa’ & ‘Garba’
(also called Dandiya), performed
using decorative short sticks.

Hindus from northern India

- willalso be celebrating a festival

called ‘Dussehra’-aword de-
rived from Sanskrit by combin-
ing the words ‘dasha’ (ten) and

| ‘hara' (defeat). Thismarksthe

" triumph of Lord Rama over the

10-headed demon king Ravana.

‘Dussehra’ celebrations are fea-
tured in UNESCO's ‘Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity’.
During these celebrations, Lord
Rama's life story is re-enacted
through theatrical performanc-
es. It culminatesin setting alight
huge effigies of Ravana to signify
the destruction of evil.

Also Hindus from east of
India, and from Bangladesh, cel-
ebrate Hindu Mother Goddess
Durga'svictory over ademon

| Gujarathi

schoolchildren
learning to

dance called
Dandiya-using
decorative short
sticks

performthefolk |

and therefore host ceremonial
processions carrying clay stat-
ues of Ma (Mother) Durga. InIn- -
diaand Bangladesh, these clay
statues are ceremonially im-
mersed into river or ocean, sig-
nifying the return of Ma Durga

to be one with the Almighty.

It just shows nosingle
religious or ethnic group or
community is homogenous.
Diversity has multiple layers,
which makes it complex and yet
beautiful, dynamic and exciting.

Yogesh Mistry, General Sec-
retary Hindu Temple, said: “May
the good conquering evil inspire
usall to serve selflessly for the
common good.”

Zafar Khan, Chair of Luton
Council of Faiths said: “We are
delighted to share the joy of all
our Jewishand Hindu friends,
who have spent awonderful and

| meaningful time celebrating
their religious festivities. In the
light of some communal ten-
sions we have seen last month
in different partsofthe country,
it has been reassuring to hear
| from the police and the Luton
Council that there was no foot-
| printof unrest herein Bedford-
| shire.
"We celebrate the fact that
| Luton’sdifferent communities
| livetogether side by sideand
| work together to address hu-
| manitarian crises. As faith com-
| munities weare concerned with
poverty, cost of living crisis and
other natural calamities threat-
ening people’s lives globally. We
hepe, wish and pray that the
i b!essings. joy and peace pf our
| different religious festivities,
| will enrich lives ofall our fellow
| citizens.”
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ritish Ugandan Asians
are marking 50 years
since their arrival in
the UK. In 1972, Presi-
dent Idi Amin of Uganda had
announced that all Ugandan
Asians must leave the country
within go days. Over 60,000
Ugandan Asians were forced

out. Around 27,000 with British |

passports came to the UK.

Marking the 50th anniver-

sary of this exodus, a special
British Ugandan Asiansat 50
exhibition, funded by Heritage
Lottery Fund, has been brought
to Luton at Shree Sanatan Sewa
Samaj Hindu Mandir Hallin
Lewsey Farm.

The Mandir President Mr
Kanti Lad said: “This exhibi-
tion celebrates the significant
contributionsthe South Asian
communities have madeto

British culture and commu-
nity over the last half a cen-
tury. Itisastory of re-building
broken lives of several families
and communities and of giving
back to the country that is now
our home.”

The Mandir Vice President
Mr Dhansukh Panchal said:
“When wearrived, we were all
together; Hindus, Muslims,
| Christians, Sikhs, Weall sup-
ported one another, We have
progressed together since
then. We hope our harmoni-
ous relationships can continue
to contribute to the growth
and prosperity of the British
society.”

Mr Vinod Tailor, former
High Sheriffanda Deputy Lieu-
tenant in Bedfordshire recalled
| key highlights from his life’s

Journey sayingit has been an

incredibly rewarding and grati-
fying journey from refugee to
becoming High Sheriff of Bed-
fordshire in 2017-18. He said:
“No one becomes a refugee by
choice; it is political and eco-
nomic circumstances which
displace people.”

Referring to the song by
Ganda Boys, The Forgotten
People, Mr Tailor said: “It has
become the national anthem of
refugees. Itisa global humani-

~ Date published

g 12th Oct 2022

(Grassroots

Vinod Tailor

tarian anthem by and for dis-

placed people throughout the
world.”

Stradishall Refugee Camp
was the first home for many
Ugandan Asian refugeesin 1972
and 1973. Many past residents
and local people who volun-
teered or worked at the camp at
the time, including one refugee
family who has lived in this area
ever since, have been inter-
viewed in preparing for this
exhibition.

"Capturing these stories, for
us, and for future generations
isat the heart of our project and
we're so grateful to everyone
who took part init”, stated one
of the exhibition curators Lata
Desai.

High Sheriff of Bedford-
shire, Lady Jane Clifford, vis-
ited the exhibition and said:

Council of Faiths

ullding broken lives

“Credit toall those who have
come up with such a fantastic
exhibition telling a terrifying
tale of human displacement.
Itisan excellent presenta-

tion of life before and after the
exodus of Ugandan Asians. It
isremarkable to find out how
Ugandan Asians set up anew
life in the UK; how so many past
residents of the resettlement
camps and local people volun-
teered and worked to support
refugeesin these camps during
the early 1970s.
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lack History Monthin

Octoberisabout celebrat-

ing theachievementsand

acknowledging the strug-
glesof Black people throughout
history, right up to the present
today.

In Luton, several eventsare
being held to commemorate
Black History Month. One such
event was the Black Culture
Market at which there was ava-
riety of stalls offering a range of
creative and interesting prod-
ucts and materials.

Dee Bailey, the key organ-
izer, said: “Black History Month
isatimeforeducationand
reflection, but it is also about
supporting and celebrating the
contributions of black busi-
nesses and social entrepre-
neurs whoadd colour, vigour
and spice to the British cultural

Date published
19t Oct 2022

Faith Matters

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

earn from past experiences

landscape.”

Talking about an interesting
exhibition, commemorating
the African experience of the
Second World War, Clir Maria
Lovell said: “Itis a photograph-
icillustration of the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by
the African soldiers as part of
the British Empire World War
I’ :

This exhibition will be open
from 20th October to 25th No-
vember from 11am-5pm at the
Church Street windowsin The
Mall Shopping Centre.

Aticketed event ‘The Hope
Gala Ball' on 22nd October at
Venue 360is bringing the com-
munity back together through
an evening of comedy, enter-
tainment, music, food and
fellowship, while also paying
tribute to those who died dur-

ing the Covid.

Award-winning multi-dis-
ciplinary professional practi-
tioner Rev Dr Trevor Adams
spoke recently at Hat Factory
on Being Black in Luton,

Although Windrush Day is
commemorated in the month
of June, aspecial event cel-
ebrating the Windrush gen-
eration was held at All Saints
Church Luton, during Black
History Month.

At thisevent, Right Rever-
end Richard Atkinson Bishop of
Bedford, emphasised on three
‘L's- Lamentation, Longing &
Learning. Lamentingall the
hurt and damage caused by the
systemic injustices, lamenting
all those centuries of wasted
human talent, lamenting all
those lives that weren't allowed
to flourish, Bishop Richard
said we must now move to long
for what can be achieved in
terms of justice and inclusion

. bylearning from the Windrush

eventsand the injustices that
have followed since then.

‘We will learn from this'is
anoften repeated phrase by
our political and even religious
leaders and institutionsand
yet Bishop Richard said we
oftendo not learn; instead we
repeat the sinsand we redo the

wrongs. He wished and prayed
that we will learn together and
grow as people, as communi-
ties, as nations, asthe one pre-
cious united human family that
God created and cherished. He
said: “We must learn and ex-
ecutewhat it is to be God's rain-
bow people. We must learn and
long fora society where poor
are treated better and people
are cared for well and human
rightsand dignity isn't tram-
pled any more.” )
Vicar Rev David Kesterton
ushered these words in his
prayer: “As we give thanks for
the courage of the Windrush
generation, we celebrate their
legacy and look forward to that
time when all people will be
equally valued asthey are in
your sight, Lord God, our pro-
tector and redeemer, AMEN.”

SLO-L-v-NIaW
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Jembe-the nameofa

rope-tuned skin-cov-

ered goblet African

drum played with bare
hands - comes from the Afri-
can phrase ‘Anke djé, anke bé’,
which means “everyone gather
togetherin peace”,

That'swhat happened last
week in The Mall. The djembe
playing gathered people for the
Inauguration of an interesting
exhibition, commemorating
the African contributions to
the World War ITin the Black
History Month.

x Tllile s;ﬁ‘orgamser Clir Maria

vell said: “This photographic
illustration will remain open
foramonth at the Church
Street windows in The Mall.
Ourvision is to build an African
Museum & Community Centre
in Luton where we can display

such contributions of Africans,
Caribbeansand othersinthe
making of Great Britain."

Asthe African drummers
were drumming in The Mall,
outside in St George's Square,
South Asian drummers were
beating the Indian and Paki-
stani traditional Dhol Drumsto
galvanize the mood for the Indi-
an festival Diwali celebrations.

The Dhol drums originated
inthe region of Punjab in India
& Pakistan. It isintegral part of
Bhangra music and dance and
isused at south Asian weddings
and other celebrations. Even
with the Afro-Cuban bongos,
the Dhol provides the backbone
toamusical ensemble that cre-
atesan almost irresistible urge
tomove with the :

The Dhol playing was part
of the two-day Diwali celebra-

Pay Reson Fom Qepac
Asorn, I | £1100 =

tions put together by “Diwaliin
Luton” initiative in partnership
with OM Group, Lyca Radio &
The Mall. The event featured
live performances from some
local and top Indian/Bhangra
artistsand performers, as well
as some amazing stalls, tasty
food placesand workshops.
The event finished off in style
with spectacular fireworks
finale.

Diwali, the festival of lights,

Faith Matters

Believing the world is one fami

is the most popular of all South
Asian celebrations and is cel-
ebrated by Jains and Sikhs as
well as Hindus. The word Di-
wali comes from the Sanskrit
word ‘Deepavali’, meaning rows
of lighted lamps. For Hindus, it
marks the triumphant return
of Lord Rama and Sita to their
home after defeating a Demon
King. Sikhs celebrate it asthe
‘Bandi Chhor Divas' mark-

ing the sixth Guru Hargobind
Singh Jis release from prisonin
1619. Jains celebrate it because
their founder Lord Mahavira
had attained ‘Moksha’ meaning
eternal bliss.

Attend by thousandsand co-
organised by Muslims, Hindus
and people from many different
backgrounds, last weekend'’s
“Diwaliin Luton” proclaimed
nothing can divide us - we are

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

one human race. This was sig-
nificant in defying the recent
Hindu-Muslim communal ten-
sionsincited by a few miscre-
antsinafew partsinthe UK.

Thanking Luton Council of
Faiths (LCoF) for bringing dif-
ferent communities of Luton
together, a Hindu Temple com-
mittee member said: “In Hin-
duism, we have a belief called
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ that
the whole world is one family.
LCoF isthe very personifica-
tion of that principle.”

On this Diwali festival of
light, the Shree Sanatan Seva
Samaj Mandir in Lewsey Farm
raised £1,100 for the Pakistan
flood appeal. Luton’s amazing
community cohesion contin-
ues to transcend bordersand
barriers, globally and locally,

and long may it continue.
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May New Year bring health,
wealth and happiness to all

he Annakut festival is
oneof the important
Hindu festivals. It occurs
aday after the Hindu
festival of lights called Diwali,
which lasts for five consecutive
days-each day with a signifi-
cance derived from various epi-
sodes of Hindu legends.
Depending on the region of
India, these legends will vary.
However, the essence behind
each storyis the abolishment
and conquering of evil and
darkness, replaced by the good-
nessand light.
The Annakut festival essen-
tially culminates the Diwali cel-
ebrations and marks the first

day of the New Year for Hindus.
In agrarian India, the new
crop that had been planted af-
ter the monsoon season would
| have grown, and would nowbe

ready. This crop is harvested

and first offered to the Lord on
the first day of the year. Thisis
the origin of “Annakut Utsav”,
which istranslated as “moun-

tain of food festival”.

At both the Hindu Temples
in Luton, thisfestivaliscel-
ebrated in a grand manner with
great vigor and enthusiasm.

Mr Rajesh Pancholiat BAPS
Swami Narayan Hindu Temple
on Crescent Road said, "l'"his
auspicious day is filled m}h
happiness and joy. It is said tl}at
he who remainsjoyous on this
first day will also remain so for
the rest of the year. For priests
and disciples, the sentiments
can be slightly different. They
would spend the day at the
Mandir (temple), take part in
the ‘kirtans’ (devotional sing-
ing), and perform other devo-

py David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faithg

tional practices. That way, the
rest of the year would also be
filled with the same divinity fop
them.”

Mr Kanti Lad, President
at Shree Sanatan Sewa Samgj
Mandir (Temple) in Lewsey
Farm pointed out that tradj-
tionally the entire business
community would begin its
new accounts by opening new
books on thisday.

Lauding the congregation
& committee members for
their efforts to arrange, not
just hundreds of food items alj
prepared carefully, but also
feeding hundreds of people in
the evening, he said, “Amidst
chanting of hymns, blowing of
conches and beating of drums,
the community celebrated the
annual ‘Annakut Utsav’, A ot
of care and attention was paid
by devotees in preparing the
sumptuous dishes, both sweet
and savoury.”

May the New Year bring
health, wealth and happiness
toall.
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L 4
Department of Levelling Up,
| n Housing and Communities.
Hesaid: “We are preparinga
documentary in Luton, which
aims to archive the stories of the
Windrush generation through
the eyes of young people. In the
making of this documentary,
young people are learning about
: the legacies of slavery and the
, experiencesof the Windrush
extyearisthe75than- Visualisingthe painandagony | generation, many of whom have
niversary of the HMT my ancestors have experienced | since passed away and have left
Empire Windrush sincethe15th Centurywithout | averbal historywith their chil-
arrjving in Britain on havingachoicetolivetheirlife | dren.Ourintentistocapture
June22,1948. freely, hurts to say the least. these stories and create a record
Tomake thisayear of na- “Ithelpedtocomprehend | that can educate future genera-

tional celebrations of our

the hardships my ancestors tions.”
shared history, numerous com- thel

faced. From the kidnapping You Are Able CIC seesit as

munity organisations nation- of many black children to the essential that the legacy of and
ally aswell aslocally have been building up of the Ku KluxKlan | importance of the contribution
preparing to remember the -3 (KKK), who had one million of migrants hasa place in both
leading role the Windrush Gen- | | members confirmed in1932 Luton and national life. They
eration and their descendants | = ; I g - that brutally abused them, life | believe that linking the past
have played in making Britain for black people was hard.” and present especially through
stronger, culturally richer and ‘ load of young and old, men and Nuritu Thompson, a 15-year- Bilal Thompson, Director the eyes of the young will en-
more inclusive. women, anintergenerational | oldyounggirl sharesher experi- of Luton’s You Are Able CIC sure that Luton remains a cohe-

Luton based YouAreAble | group forafreecommunitytrip | enceofthe tripsaying, “Beingat stated this visit to the Museum | sivetownwithashared history,
CIC, just before the Black His- to the International Slavery ‘ the International Slavery Mu- could be possible because of understanding and respect for
tory Month, took a big coach Museum in Liverpool. seum has left me beyond words. the fundingreceivedfromthe | diverse communities.

SLO-L-W-NTISN
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Guru birthday celebrated with

i no-one is better than the other
and no-one is worse than the

other.
- Welcoming a visiting Scouts
' group, Jasbir Singh and Para-
. mjit Kaur, Sikh volunteers ex-
r‘ plained that Guru Nanak Dev
Jiwelcomed the needy and the
r.

This shows that his priority
hefestivities in the Sikh ' wasnot in religious doctrines
religion revolve around Yochhlthn | dressedintraditional clothes, | butinthedignity ofall creation
the anniversariesofthe | beautifully takingan active partinthe Kir- | andall human beings.

10 Sikh Gurus. These Gu- dressedin _tan' (meaning devotional sing- That is why Sikhs, wherever
rus were responsible for shap- traditional ing) and alsoserving foodtoall. | theyare,aspartof theirfaith,
ing the Sikh beliefs. religious clothes GuruNanakDev Jitalkedof | theyserve ‘Langar’ - a free com-

Their birthdays, known as took anactive umvgrsalsolidarity. munal meal served at the Sikh
‘Gurpurab’ are the oceasions partinthe His concept of ‘Ek Omkar’ Temple where everyone sits on
for celebration and prayer ‘Kirtan'(meaning | talks of the oneness of the floor to eat, regardless of
among the Sikhs. . devotional humanityand oftheoneness | their social status.

LastweekGux.'u Nanak Dev singing) of God. Even the great emperor Ak-
Jis553rd birth anniversary was Avery popula::versefmm barin Indiais said to have sat
celebrateliuiih viaorand ‘the Slkh Holy Scnpturgscalled onthe floor and eaten the same
tonin i g0 Vo= Shri Gdurrt;granth SahibJi food as others before he met

Heisthe first of the 10 Sikh The new three-storey£5m | Doorto the Guru. gotlrllzl'h:ing éfut'?lebl;?l?egswil?hlg) m&ﬁ;&lkc:gmmmsh
gurus, so as the founder of Sikhtemple buildingonDallow |  Atthe Gurpurab celebra- says that God created light - of Thisisone of th;emaxwways
Sikhism, he is one of the most Road isnamed after himand tions, it was heartening to see, which all the beingswereborn | inwhich the Sikh religion ob-
celebrated and highlyrevered | hence called Guru Nanak Gu- not just priests and adults, but and from the same light, our serves universal brotherhood

rudwara - Gurudwara meaning universeis also born; so that and sisterhood.

Sikh gurus.

also young children beautifully

SOV NENn
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hurch of England St |
Albans Diocese, in part- |
nership with Grass- |

roots Luton, organised
Inter Faith Week Event at St
Albans Abbey.

Over125 peoplefrom differ-
ent faithsand no religious back-
ground were welcomed from
Beds, Hertsand partsofthe Lon-
don borough of Barnet, covered
by St Albans Diocese,

Talking of this first-of-its-
kind event, the Diocesan Inter
Faith Advisers Rev David Kester-
ton (Luton) and Rev Tony Rindl
(Watford) said: “It wasindeeda
good opportunity to share inspi-

LUTONNEWS
Date published m
23" Nov 2022
by' David Jonathan,
a. a ers Grassroot & Luton
Council of Faiths
. ’ ’ e amovingacapellaversion of "You
Raise Me Up".
N|OYINg a SPecial evenin O ety
‘ ditiontoinput from different
faiths, musicians from St Albans
. : Abbeyalso performed instru-
mental music tomake guestsfeel
OW I n O e A e welcomedat the Abbey. Inthe
X end,ashortguided tourofthe St
- - Albanshrinewasalsoofferedto
' guests.
The themes covered by speak- High Sheriffof Bedfordshire
ersfromdifferent faithsincluded | LadyJane Clifford said: “Weare
Climate Change, Racial Justice, | gratefulto The VenerableJo
Refugeesand Asylum Seekers, Kelly-Moore, Deanof St Albans
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Abbey,and RevCanon Tim Lo-
Creation. .| maxDirectorofMission & Minis-
The VeryReverendJJoKelly- | try, AbbeyMusiciansand Abbey
Moore (DeanofSt Albans Abbey), | Social Justice Team for their
theofficial host oftheevent, stat- | welcomeand support. It wasan
ed.'!twuavuyspemlemlng. inspirational evening of fellow-
ltw shipandtogetherness” |
withlots Rabbi Jeff Bergenfrom Herts
wmintlmman.'l‘lmmalvmdt~ Inter Faith Forum andalso one of
mwlthaneum::hdonm "“““""““““.ﬁd;;{m
spectivesand to welcome, meet exceeded ourexpectations purpose” | wasanexcitement
alr)nficnetworkmthﬁ'lendsandm mewemagammkbyme TheSt Schoolstu- upliﬁuthththhegood
vited guestsfrom different faiths, | connectionsinthelanguageused dents’ heartwarming perfor- work ofall our communities, be
cultures, and ethnicities.” by the different faith representa- mancesenthralled The Nuedmdh-lmbmmm
tiveson the topics studentsrecited poetryandsang | thosearoundus.”

ration from different faith per-

Theyadded: “The evening cer-

6L0-1-V-NI1EN
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Faith Matters

Deeloping and strengthening

cooperation for common good

| Sarah Owen, MP
I Luton North, ata

ncommemorating this
year's Inter Faith Week,
over 50 faithand commu- |
nity leaders, from diverse |
religious, cultural and ethnic |
backgrounds, attended a spe-
cial meeting with Luton North
MP Sarah Owen. |

This meeting was convened |
by Luton Council of Faiths, with
support from GRASSROOTS
and Near Neighbours Pro-
grammes in Luton.

Prof Zafar Khan, Chair of
Luton Council of Faiths said:
“Inter Faith Week isindeed a
time when the spotlightisonall |
the organisations like ourswho |
work tirelessly forinterfaith | nections between people of

understanding and coopera-
tionin Luton and across the
UK.

"Our work to build con- '

enormously important, and
| inthe aftermath of COVID-19,
finding new ways to make con-

|
i
|
|
| different faiths and beliefsis
| nections and renewing our

friendshipsis vital.
“Developing and strength-
ening patterns of cooperation
for the common good is needed
more than ever before as we
tackle the devastating impact

| ishittingus all far more than
| expected.

"Nearly 400 new refugees
have also been moved into Lu-
ton, which also putsadditional
responsibility upon us, as to
how we look after them while
they are here in Luton.”

Ms Owen is also the Shadow
Minister for Faith and sheis
J spearheading with Stephen

Timms MP, the Labour Party's

of the cost of living crisis, which

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

new work on Faith Champions.

At this special meeting, she
said: “Other partsof the UKdo
not have as active inter faith en-
gagement asin Luton, soone of
my tasks is to shout about good
things happeningin Luton.”

She stated: “Tackling dep-

[ rivation levelsin one of the
richest nations is unimagina-
| bleasfaith communities are
expected to give and domore
| andmore.”

In the aftermath of Covid-19,
it is often heard we are finally
going back to normal, but she
said: Going back to normal isn’t
good enough because normal
wasn't good for many people.”

Faith leaders highlighted
that it is not just politicians
but we all are responsible to
make our nation and our world
abetter place for all. Applaud-
| ing this sentiment, Ms Owen
| responded: “I came to politics
| tomakeadifference, tomakea

positive change; and I remain
committed and determined to
| doasmuchaslcan.”
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Buing a fairer, kinde

Date pu
7th Dec 2022

county where all can flourish

Mrs Susan Lousada, whorecent- | Shafait, President ofthe Central
lytook overasthe HM Lord-Lieu- | Mosque.

tenant of Bedfordshire, asked | Inadditiontothe refugeeand
GRASSROOTS, Near Neighbours | climatecrises, Mr Dhansukh
and Luton Council of Faiths to ‘ Panchal, Vice President of the
arrange for her to visit Luton's | Hindu Temple, stated that "we
different faith communities at | mustalsoget readytodealwith

Luton Central Mosque, Luton | thecostofliving crisis, substan-

United Synagogue, and Shree | tialmentalhealthissues,andthe
Sanatan Seva SamajHinduMan- | additional politicaland social
dir (Temple)in Lewsey Farm. | turmoil’.

Throughstoriesand real- . TheRightReverend Richard
worldexamplesofneighbours | Atkinson, Bishop ofthe Church
fromall racial and religious | ofEngland'sSt. Albans Diocese
backgroundscoexistingpeace- | for Bedfordshire, alsojoined the
fully, thesevisitsaimedat forging | Lord Lieutenant during these vis-
connections, establishingbonds, | its. Hestated: “Infacing the crises
andencouragingoneanother. | ofourcontemporary times, all

Sharingoneanother'scon- ofusfromdiverse backgrounds
cernsand aspirations during have similar experiencesand
suchvisits helpstomaintain life strugglesand have common
strongcommunitytiesinLuton, | sharedaspirationsforabetter

world. Therefore, itiscrucial that

we continuetostrivetowork to-
gether for the commongood.”
TheLord Lieutenant ex-
pressed her delight sayingithas
beenan honour to have beencho-

HMLord
Lieutenant of
Bedfordshire
Mrs Susan
Lousadaand
Bishop Richard
Atkinson

~ welcomedby

- theLuton United
Synagogue
PresidentMr
Brian Green (R)
andamember
Mr Charles Ballin

(L)

senforthe prestigiousposition
of His Majesty s Lord-Lieutenant
of Bedfordshireand it wasajoy
tohost and plan this week, the
Royal Visit of HM King Charles

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
blished Council of PalthS

r, respectful

visit to Luton for the first time as
monarch. -

"Hook forward toservingall
people in Bedfordshire and rep-
resentingour monarchy, she
stated. “I will continuetohelp
andshinealight uponallthe
organisations and individuals
thatwork tirelesslyin buildinga
fairer, kinder, respectful county
whereall can flourishand feel
welcome.”

The Synagogue President Mr
Brian Green made theobserva-
tion that Christmas Day thisyear
occurswithin the week-long
Jewish festival of Chanukah. So
aswe begin the Seasonof Advent
we should celebrate together the
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace, which

aresomuchneededinourworld |

todsy.

—

accordingtoMr Mohammad
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& Faith Matters

The spirit of Christmas with
a feeling of togetherness

hristmasis hereand
people are getting pre-
occupied with thoughts
offood, parties, family
visits and of course gifts.
But whygifts? It isbecause
| justover2,000ago, Jesus Christ
|  wasthebestgift in theworld
| giventousbyGod, stated Pastor
' Vincent Cox ofthe New Testa-
ment Churchof God (NTCG),
1 Prayer Tree at the Church Street
Windows in The Mall Shopping
J Centre.

a cannot makeitsway back to
[\ Him. God made the way forusto

, gett?acll.(to}ﬂmthmuthesus

Everyyearinthe Christmas
season, besidesmince piesand
| presents, onemore thing people

look forward to, and that is, sing-
ing Christmas Carols.
Attheannual ‘Carolsin The
Mall’event by Churches Together
in Luton in partnership with the

Churches
Togetherin
Luton join Luton
Town Centre

for “Carolsin
The Mall” and
Christmas

PrayerTree
Launch event

Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy
and The Mall, NTCG band of mu-
siciansand singersled Christians
from different Churchestosing
ChristmasCarols,

While serving mince piesto
shoppers, the Churches Together
in Luton Chair Michael Singleton
said: “It isthis feeling of together-
nessand being part of a collective
endeavour that complementsthe
spirit of Christmas.”

Launching the Prayer Tree,
Jessica Rowlands, the Town
Centre Chaplain, said: “People
ofall faiths and none are wel-
come to choose a prayer bauble
orwritea prayer request and
additto the Prayer Tree. These

lutontoday.co.uk Wodnosday, Docermbe W,

py David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faithg

| messages and prayerswill be .
cluded in the St Mary’s Chyreh,
Christmas Eve Midnight Ser-

| vice."
| Atanother Carols by Cand]e.
light event by the University of
Bedfordshire Chaplaincy calleq
‘Treehouse’, Luton Youth Cap-
tores Choir provided an exciting
| highquality Christmas Carojs
musical experience.

University Chaplain Antoj-
nette Mutabazi said: “It is easy
to get upset about political op
personal circumstances but be-
ing upset makes no difference to
theissues that we face. I expect
this evening gives you great
joy, hope and excitement as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus at
Christmas.”

Over the last weekend, St
Mary’s Church also held its
Carol Service and Word of Faith
Centre held its ‘Christmasin St
George’s Square’ event, at which
| the passer-by and shoppers
were also invited and encour-
aged tojoin in the mass choir
singing Christmas Carols.
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' ried this year in time for the

| service due to the terrible

l .
B e k I n d tO S t r‘a n e r n weather, All Saints Church wel-
| comed its own Peace Light.
During theservice, the Revd
Canon David Kesterton, Vicar,
Parish of All Saints with St Pe-
eO e W O n ee aS I I I ter and C of E Area Dean of Lu-
| ton said: “By sharing the Peace
Light we participate in an ex-
pression of peace and goodwill

%

by David Jonathar,
Grassroots & Lutorn
Council of Faiths

order crossingisa | TheRevdCanon | munities. At the start of this toall peoplestranscending na-
crucial contemporary | DavidKesterton | year, Luton alsoreceiveda City | tional, ethnic, political and re-
issue. No one chooses (left), Vicar, | of Sanctuary’ status. ligious barriers.”
tobearefugee.Noone | Parish of All | Bearing these factorsin { In her talk, Reader at All
wantstoleave home. Thevast | SaintswithSt | mind, this year Luton’s Annual | Saints Church, Sandra Miller
majority of peopledon’t want | | PeterandCof | Peace Light service theme was | reminded us of our responsi-
tomove to another country. | EAreaDeanof | “Sanctuary”. bilities, not just to our neigh-
However, dangersto life force Luton,Sandra | For over 20 years, local | bours butalsoto the strangers.
people to move. . Miller, Readerat | scouts,civicguestsandfriends |  Members from different

All Saints(right), | from other faith communities | faithcommunitiesalsoechoed
sharingthe have gathered in Decemberfor | thesesentimentsand called for
Peacelightwith | the AnnualPeace Light service | collective responsibility and
MayorofLuton | at All Saints Church in Luton. | refugee protection.

Each year up to one billion
people cross a border. Every E
twoseconds, apersonisforced | A
to flee for safety. Every day

44,000 more people are driv- i3 . ClirSameera A flame is brought from Beth- Mayor of Luton, ellr Sa-
en from thgu: home§. The evi- | beingis putatrisk duetotheir | pushed by politicians and the | Saleem lehem to celebrate the birth of | meera Saleem concluded the
denceof thisisseenin the high placemeqt in entirely unsuit- | press, thousands of ordinary Jesus Christ which Christians | servicesaying “Maythislight be
number of refugees and asylum | able t_lousmg. | people around the country are mark as Christmas. | asign of the peace and under-
seekers abruptly relocated to | It is commendable that de- | stepping up to support people Although the Bethlehem | standing that we all long for in

Peace Light could not be car- | ourtown and beyond.”

Luton, whose safety and well- | spite hostility and division | seeking sanctuary in our com-
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Faith Matters

A range of resources for

those finding Christmas hard |

hristmas can be dif-
ficult for many peo-
ple. Whether facing
bereavement, loneli-
pessoranother struggle, and
therefore, most churchesand
denominations provide a range
of resources for those finding
i hard.

Christmas

Tomake people feel they are
)mrSChur!;hofEngland(:t;rist.
mascampaign, Follow the Star:
TheGreat Invitation' aimed at
supporting. equippingandin-
sph-ingpeopleanddnumhesto
jointogether via freetodownload
app, offering features such as dai-
ly Advent reflections, 12 days of

Christmasreflectionsandeven | bytheStAnne!
-ristmast esChurch Craft
w%?nw[;u;lcan%lelonetge Group, which welcomesall who
oryofalovedone. | enjoybeingcreativeand socialis-
Locally,awonderfulcrochet | ing. By
Christmastreehasbeenmade |  Thegroupmeetsevery Tues-

|

Allare welcome
toseethe
Crochet
Christmas Tree
made by the
Craft Groupat St
Anne's Church
onCrawley
Green Road. (Pic
courtesyof Revd |
Anne Crosby,
Vicar StAnne's
Church)

day morning during the term
time at StAnne’sand craftsalot,
frequently producingitemsto
meet theneedsofothersinthe
community, Thetreehasbeen
ondisplwinthegroundsof St
Anne's Churchon Crawley Green

Road.

“It isa real celebration of peo-
plessense of community, and of
working together onacommon
project,” said Revd Anne Crosby,
Vicar of the Parish of St Anne
with St Christopher, Luton.

At anotherlocal Christmas
event, Ulrike Hunt, whoalso
runs The Feast Programme that
brings together teenagers from
different faithsand culturesto

by David Jonathan,
Grassroots & Luton
Council of Faiths

explore faithand build friend-
ships, said in referencetothe
Church of England's The Great
Invitation theme... At the heart
ofthe Christian faith is the con-
viction that Jesuswholived an
rdinary human life, was sen-
tenced todeath, but following
resurrection Jesusisgloriously

alive.

*Jesus notonly defeated death
but also defeated all evilin the
world. Christmasistheinvitation
toknow this person of Jesus, who
is bigger than the darknessin
our lives-whois bigger than our
depression, or anxiety, our fears

| and ourdespair.
| Ulrike remarked that if we
| make thefirst honest moveto-
| ward Jesusat thisChristmas, He
will embrace us, just like the fa-
therinthe Bibletale whoranand
welcomed his prodigal son home.
May the peace and hope that
| thebirth of Jesus promises, be
ours, nowand in the New Yearto
come!
Happy Christmas and avery
Happy New Year toeveryone!
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